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ONE’ PENNY.

he Irish. People’s Old Enemy
'~ THE GRAZIER.

1

SWEEPING VICTORIES

OUR’S
. IN MEATH,

o attitude of 'smug complacency
L has been adopted by the officials
o Meath Farmers’ Association is not!
»d by many of their membeérs in the
ty,  Already they are becoming
wusly concerned at the imbroglio into
I the Ascendancy junta, who con-
the Association, have led them, and
desperately seeking a way out of the

me of them have found the only
; and have accordingly signed an
ement with the I. T. & G. W. Union.
10 pretence made by Mr. Austin that
e or four of his Association have
ondered, may be accepted by a
ority of. newspaper readers outside
war area; but everyone in the county

ws- that the facts are somewhat out)
aren are ¢ proclaimed,” so far as the

‘oous with this official’s assertion. .
rere is hardly & Dbranch of the Umion
the strike district that has not ac-
ed the unconditional surrender of .a
\her of the duped members of the
nA.; and lagh week-end witnesgsed
dimb-down of omne of the most pro-
ent and active associators in Dun-
ne district, -
fter more than three weeks' struggle,
J. J. MacQarthy, of Courtown, Dun-
ne, was compelled to realise the folly
-he Association’s ‘¢ fight to & finish ”’
cy, One hundred out of RNunboyne’s
fighting workers are néw baok at
'k on the Union's terms. On the
sle, it may bo stated with truth, that
fight with the farmers has now ended
he struggle is now between

The Ascendancy Grazierss.

[ the Transport Union. The graziers
e turned down tlhe suggestions for
-otiations made by the Parliamentary
resontative of South Meath, and have
ulted Mr. Duggan for his pains by
cribing his efforts for peace as an
iterference.’””  They still want -that
ight’ to a finish.”” As to what that
?h will be the workers have no doubts
ears.
he blockade of the Dublin Cattle
rket has been +the ‘most effective’
ypon in the hands of theworkers. - The
ziers are squeaking. They will ship
Belfast, and then look at the Toss
Dublin! FEasy, gentlemen-gr
: go fast, we beseech ye! =Your cattle
It not escapd, even through Belfasi.
saniser viHouston, and the Belfast
nsport workers will see to"it that
ir splendid comrades on the Meath
+#lo front shall not be, deserted by the
Ifast workers. -
\rangements have now been made for
ighter blockade of the grazier enemy,
ose last resort would now appear to
the utilization of aerial mavigation.
1y not an appeal to the Air Ministry,
ﬂtlemen? . L
The graziers in their desperation are.
w clutching "4t phantom gtraws, They
y trumpetin alleped surrender of
lion men in Lord
mnsany.

T an
the employment of

. *Ng Surrender, -
There has been no gurrender  of
twenty men.”, Six or seyen men have
ceumbod o’ Dunsany’s bribe—ho has
id the men for the period they were
. strike, and has also given them the
nount of dispute pay which they had
awn, and asked them to send it back
the Union. B )

The unpurchaseable men . are still on
rike, and will so continue until our
rms'are accepted by the noble literary
rd, Lord Dunsany .bas now

left for America

» stage some of his unintelligible plays,
mapletely unconcerned with the struggle
r life of his serfs in Meath.

‘He did mot succeed in getting them
speditiously killed in Flanders; so he
aves them, in the hope
gath will overtake them on the
lains of the Royal County.
Dunsany is s Dominionist
sample of the fate that awaits the
‘orker when Ireland accepts Plunkett’s
rojecbed new order? What does Sir
oruce think of his noble mephew?  °

{ertile

We trust American labour will ex-
tend to Lord Dunsany the welccrie
he sg richly deserves,

The off

orts of the graziers to prop their

- There can be no mistake about the. object

aziers ;|

{ to he able to say that the Lounty Kildare

that a slower| P

. Tg this'an|D

|
B

pegce. He was in a fix with his hay.
The graziers broke the Sabbath and some
hay rakes; but they saved the hay.

_ They could not, however, provide
Martin with a cattle market. The latter
expressed his gratitude - to his hard-
working Sabbath brealers by signing the
Union’s agreement g few days later..
In the same district a grazier awoke
one fine morning to see the hay that he
had so laboriously cocked adorning the
hedges of his meadow, '
THE FAIRS “ PROCLAIMED"” B

~ LABOUR, |

The hold-up of the Navan Fair was
complete in every ‘detail, and strong
police reinforcements only served to em-
phasise the strength of the workers’
position. - : '
All markets, fairs and auctions in the

enemy graziers are concernmed; and all
attempts to rush the workers’ blockade
are being sbandonmed ag futile, In mili-
tary parlance—the. enemy is on the
defensive along the entire Meath front.

WHAT WE
DEVERE'S NOTORIOUS LETTER.

ARE UP AGAINST.

of the Irish Farmers’. Union #f which Lt.-
Col. Loftus Bryan, of the Irish Agricul-
tural Organisation Soclety, is & distin-
guished light, along with farmers of all
parties and creeds.
We reprint below the organising circular
issued by the County XKildare Farmers’
Union. It isg printed word for word from
the original document received by & Co.
Kildare farmer. As the recipient refused
to spend even 1s for each £5 poor law
valuation on ‘smashing the “liberty of
Labour Organisations’” he handed the letter
over for puhlication in the *‘Voice.”
COUNTY XILDARE FARMERS. UNION.
Fredk. V. Devers, .
County Secrétary and Organiser, o
Telegrams: * Devere,” Naas.” e

. Naas, May, T919,

Depr Sir~I regret to notice that yow
name does not .yet appear on our roll of
members. I am quite sure thab this ir
due to an oversight on your part, or to

organising meetings, and “that it s only

membership and support

Our Union is-out to strike a blow against
the liberty of labour organisatiens, against
oppressive taxation of the farmer, against
voxatious and restrictive regulations which
hinder the development -of agriculture,
against rings and combines which adversely
affect the farmers’ position.

We stand for Protection and Progress for
the farmer—for liberty to carfy on his
industry. With every confidenc 1 ask that
YOU shounld joir in the fight. I am -glad

Farmers’ Union is to-day one of the strong-
est County organisations in JIreland.

for each £5 Poor Law valuation.

T enclose form of application for member-
ship., Will you fill it up and return it with
your subseription TO-DAY? .
Yours very sincerely, g
FREDK. V. DEVERE,

Qounty Seoretary..

A BIG YEAR,
rt of the IT.G.W.U.
for 1918 is just published and should
be widely circulated. Two telling, sets
of facts revealed give a key-note to the
Union's vigorous life.
In June, 1918, there were 43,788
members, o

In December, 1918, theré

members in 210 branches.
put in the

These figures have been »
shads by the growth during the last
half year just closed.

Strike pay totalled £8,407 3s. 2d., a
smail 7 )
tial advances gained during the year.
The totnl expenses, iecluding the final
ayments of the mortgage on Liberty
, loans and grants,
than 4s. per member

The annual repo

Hall, dispute pay
work out at less

er annuit,
A striking figure is the cost of badges.
The ~little Red Hand badge has-“cast
. £976 during 1918,

-~ The credit balance for thy year ‘totals
£17,029 Ts, 11d. : :
.- The auditor’s rcport recommends the
opening of bank acccunts by tlie
branches. If would be well if the oxe-

Ratoath lately. Grazier Martin wanted |

jack of opportunity to attend any of our]

necessary to remind you to secure youry

The subscriptionr is a merwg bagatelle—is.}

were 67,827/

rice to pay for the very subsban-{

Weaterford Corporé.:
tion Climb Down.

Stolen Wages Replaced After Strike.

The employees of the Waterford
Cof-p?mtmn who are members of the
IT.G.W.U., acting, as all other mem-
bers of that Union act to imprové their
conditions, early in June placed & de-
mand befors' the ‘City Council forsan
merease of 12s. Bd. per week. At a
g}eei‘z}nw ofﬁl’ched(‘,ouncgl.lheld on the 1st
- dJu e demand ~w di
(}ouncﬂf,or S o, as discussed.

stated the case for the employeas, and
after a lengthy discussion tlrl)e Zmpl'oyees
were offered an increass of 7s. 6d, The
offer was put to the vote and nine
members. voted in favour of the increase
and eight voted against. The increase
thus granted by a majority of one was
acizep’ced by the men, . :
The employing section of the city de-
cided that it was very dangerous to
grant increases to civic employees. Thoy
were afraid +that the Corporation
workers were selting a headline .for
t}‘n;u- own employees, and of course they
objected. '

Some members of the Corporation
‘signed a requisition for a special meet-
ing of the Council to rescind the reso-
lution granting the increases. A meet-
ing was held on 22nd July and the
resolution rescinded by ‘15 votes to 11.
Thee Mayor first read a letter from the
Sec., Chamber of Commerce, expressing
surprise at the Corporation raising;
wages of employees above the standar
in the city. Comment is needless.
When the members of the Corporation
filched from them the increase cf wages

means of protest than striking, and they
withdrew their labour, -
In their action they were supported
by the Trades Council, comprising all
organised workers in the city. Immedi-
ately they ceased work the public began
to realise of what use to the community
were the scavengsrs. .
- To protest against tho employer mem-
bers of the Corporation a public meet-
ing -was called for Sunday, 27th inst,,
anc¢ was held on the Mall, Waterford.
Ten speakers addressed a meeting of
5,000 persons. The speakers represen-
ted every class of worker in the city,
and the bands of various political par-|
ties united for labour. The demonstra-
tion was offective, for on Monday the
Mayor sent for the LT.G.W.U. repre-
sentative and offered 5/- per week in
liou of 7s. 6d. taken from the men, The
latter refused anything less than the
amount previously granted, 7s. 6d., and
also,demanded that, as they would have
tp. clsan up all the dirt that was
acoumulating on- the sbreets .during
their period of idleness, they e paid
for tlhie time of their idleness, :
On Thursday, July 81, Father O'Con-
nor visited the LT.W. office at the
instigation of the Mayor and suggested
that the case should be settldd by arbi-
tration. But there was nothing fo
arbitrate on -
Tather O’Connor suggested that the
Mayor and friends would use our re-
fusnl to arbitrate against us. It was
pointed out to the rev. gentleman’ that
 he was being used as a tool. The men
on strike refused to comsider arbitration
as they claim their incrense was filched
from *them unfairly.
Tinally, at & special meeting held on
Saturday last, the Corporation of Urbs
Inbacta humbly restorod the stolen T7s.
8d. .and the workers’ wages remain
intact.
Waterford 'bosses have had .their
lesson.: Let us hope it will serve.
‘Councillor Jones at least has no illu-
gions, for he has told his reactiomary
fellow-councillors ‘“ Labour cannot be
beaten.” )
funds of the TUnion would be pcoeled,
while every branch would, by its dieque
book, have free control over its own
funds. The local accounts could be auto-
matically audited by the banking de-
partment thus avoiding the delay and
oxpense of - sending special auditors
when branches require reports. on their
own' {funds. ' .
Wo hope to see scme scheme of this
nature adopted in future. Perhaps a
sood step in this direction would he the
Tmclusion nexb year of a tubular state-

] a labour member, |
together with- other labour members,|.

time rates of wages

S
3

the workers were left wilh no other|

On OTHER PAGES

THE CONGRESS,

PRESIDENT’S SPEESH.
{Full ReportL.) o
. EIGHT HOUR DAY [N FRANGE.

SOVIETS AND RELIGION.
 HUNCARIAN SCHOOLS,
JOTTINGS FROM ULSTER,

*

BRITISH WAGES OCOING UP.
TRADE BOARD PROPOSALS.

SHOE-REPAIRING TRADE WAQES,
The Boot and Shoe m;,_pairing Trado
Board (Great Britain) has resolved 1o
issue a proposal to fix general minimam
for male workers as

follows :+— '
.Per week of

48 hours.
8.
Tor male workers over 21 years
of age .
Tor male workors of 20 and less
" than 21 years of age ‘
Tor male workers of 19 and loss
than 20 years of age
Tor male workers of 18 and less
than 19 years of. ago
For male workers of 17 and less
than 18 years of age s
Tor, male workers of 16 and less
- "han 17 years of age ..
Tor males workers of 15 and less
than 16 years of age .
Tor male workers under 15 years
of nge - ” 0
The Trade Board al#d proposes to fix
overtime rates on the general basis of
time and a quarter for the first two
hours, and time and a half after, with
double time for all employment on Sun-
days and on customary public and status
tory holidays.

PAPER BAG MINIMA,
The Paper Bag Trade Board proposes
to fix general minimum timerates of
wages as follows:—Malo workers 1/1%
r hour, female workers 8d. per hour,
together with lower rates for ¢“Jearncrs”’
in the trade, a piece-work basis time-rate
of 83d. an hour for female workers, snd
overtime rates of time-and-a-quarter for
the first two hours, time-and-s-half for
‘the second two hours, and double-time
for Sundays and holidays- '
In connection with the Boot and Shoe

65 .

37

e

22

o o o o o o o ™

be noted organises these workers all

outside the Union local: secretaries
should at once get them to join up.

A Trade Board is in process of forma-
tion in Ireland, and the Boot sections in
Dublin and Waterford are pressing for
ward new <demands. '

A similar recruiting activity in respect
of paper bag Workers is needed. Cork,
Waterford and Limerick are orgsnised
by the IT. and G.W.U.; Dublin by the
Irish Women Workers* Union.
Whethor an Irish Trade Board is seb
up or not nothing can be gained by the
workers without unity.

CORK SAYS ‘“HANDS OFF.”

Each of the local papers had reporters
at the “Hands Off 7 Russia, meeting ar-
ranged by the Socialist Parby of Ire-
land, but not a word of the proceodings
appenfed in the press.” G. D. Burns oc-
cupied the chair, and rousing speeches
were deliverod by P. Donovan, Tadhg
Barry and John Good (N.U.R.).

Liam de Roists, T.D., sent a letter
fully associating himself with the de-
mand for the withdrawal of the Allies
from Russia.

vind
—

MEATH BOSSES' SHAM UNION.

The Meath Iabour Union, with which
the Farmers’ Association hag made an
« agrecment,” is listed in  the Irish
Labour PRarty and Trade Union Con-
gress report as having 200 members.
Mr. Aushin, of ihe Farmers’' Associa~
tion, admits that 2,000 Transport mems

Ders are on strike,

ment showirg the financial standing of

cutive arranged to malke the Union its

voakoning members was cxemplified at

own Lanker, In this way the whole

R4
<

cach branch, *

to bind 2,000,

L

over Ireland, and where there are any *

repairers, the L.T. and G.W.U. it should "

Yot ho expects the very dubious 200



>

" they have every right to try.

% THE VOICE

OF TABOUR.
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The Workers’ Repubﬁc'

The great only appear Agreat because we are on our knees
LET US RISE. S |

The Silver Jubilee of Congress, ,
“As we write the silver jubilee of the
Irish Trade Union. Congress is &eing
celebrated in the most appropriate way
it could bo celebrated—by the discussion
of questions upon the issue of which
the future of the movement in.the next
fow years depends. We go to press too
* early in the week, owing to the censor-
ship, to Le able to comment upon or
report the proceedings at the Drogheda
Congress, That we shall do next week,
and in just whatever language the dis-
~cussions at Congress calls for, In the
meantime, we _anticipate that at
Drogheda, as at Waterford, énd largely
from the same causes and sources, the
early stages of Con%ress will be any-
thing but quiet. That-we could and
would welcome if this kind of heat were
introduced from good motives, and upon
. questions of first principles and tactics.
' %et us say at once that that is not_eo.
Let us say all that is on our mind when
we say S0, A
on the Seeking of Office, .
An attempt is being made, under cover

" of names which are held, and worthily

held, in high honour in Labour in Ire-
land, to introduce into Congress a
practice which is contrary to both the
spirtt and constitution of Congress, Cer-
tain delegates esire.to reach oftice  in
the movement, and, for the most part,
we believe them unworthy of office. But
Where
they sin, and sin _grievously, 1s in trying
to climb into office not on their own
merits (we suspect they know how far
their own merits would darry .them),
“but on the merits and achievements of
other' and absent men, That oughtn’t
to' be good enough for Congress, and
we hope Congress will show once and
for all that Lahour will have none o
it Criticism of the Natienal Executive
“we hope there will be, and plenty of it.
Criticism of individuals, and printed
criticism at that, we hope there will he.
" Rejection of candidates :we hope tihere
wiﬁ be, but we trust it will be on their
merits “or demerits. Election to office
on the merits and achievements of other
Sople we hope will never be tolerated
- by the working class, whose represen-
tatives meet at Drogheda this week.

Carry ©On, o .
Congress ought to be above all that
kind of thing. .Qongress ought to be
" above the mean. the little and the petty.
Congress ought to be bigger even than
the uniong affiliated to it, It ought to
be worthy of the noble, and, on the
whole, unselfish working class it repre-
" gonts. That working clags has its faults, |
and its sins, and nobody knows both of
them better than we who write these
words, Perhaps it is inevitable that
some of those faults and sins should be
reflected at the Congress of its repre-
gentatives. DBut not thé sin of littleness,
of rheanness, of spite, Congress has too
great & responsibility, too onerous a
mission, too serjous a task to waste its
. time and its energy in the littleness and
pettiness of mean and petty men, who

~ gteal other people’s names for their own

advancement. = Will the Drogheda Con-
gress rise to the occasion as did the
- Waterford Congress? We do not know,
but we shall be surprised if Drogheda
does not continue on the path Water-

"~ ford cut oub for it.

Syndicalisin in France, ' ' :
In spite of the failure of the General

Confoderation of Labour to carry out its

promise of a general strike on July 21,
there is' still thope for France. The
general strike failed partly becauge the
ronk and file as a whole were not ready
for it, but much more becguse - the
leaders of the C.G.T. were weak, and,
poerhaps, afraid of the . consequences.
But the revolutionary minority is stir-
ring, and it is the revolutionary minority
which always makes revolutions. Not
only from ‘* La Vie Ouvriere,” the fight
ing organ of the revolutionists, but also
from the more parliamentary organs,
¢ 12 Humanite >’ and *‘‘ Le Populaire,’”’
it is -clear that many of the French

unions are up in arms againgt the’

National Executive of the C.G.T., for
its calling off of the strike. 'These
uniong will leaven the lump, They are
already restoring to I'rench syndicalism
its pre-var revolutionary faith and
ardour, Let us be understood clearly
on that. Outside France the term syndi-
calism hag been, and is still applied to
what ig properly spreading revolutionary
syndicalism. ‘The word syndicalism- by
itself simply means trade unionism, DBe-
fore the war there -were two currents
within the movement in France, revolu-
tionary - syndicalism and reformist syndi-
calism. Being the more active and the
more, prominent the revolutionary syndi-
calists gave their name outside France

"~ to the revolutionary wunionists every-

where.

Its Failure in the War. :

The greatest tragedy in French Labour
during the war wag the deféction of the
leaders from revolutionary to reformist
section. Beéfore the war the C.G.T. Sce.
retary, Leon Jouhaux, inspired nearly
as wonch tarror in French capitalism. as

f| Towards Revolution,

did," say, Larkin in Ireland. The definite
‘touchstone of ‘the revolutwnary syndi-
‘calists was their anti-parliamentarism,
Readers of the ‘‘Peasant” will remem-
per Mrea Uyan’s study in contrasts
Jetween the anti-parliamentary move-
ment on the contiment, und the antl-
parliamentqry movement in I}'@lax_ld.
vurmg the war the C.G.T. lost its fine

revoluponafy tra.mtion, g o
grounds” the revolutionary minority are
nghting it now. ln “ La Vie Ouvriere,”
\erdier, the Secretary o& one of the
Federation of Unions, puts the positiom
very clearly, when he says: * Under
pressure from. trade unionism, and
on the advice of the Socialist, Albert
Thomas, the Government gave the
workers power without authonty, giving
them the right to nominate “workshop

trol of. the unions, and deprived them
‘of the union mandate. While the workers
were given the right to choose delegates
the unions were refused the right to
choose their representatives, The func-
tion of " the workshop delegate 1is
olective, and is  determined by the
workshop duties, that 1is, by the
employers. A second example is
met -with in the nomination of these
same. worker delggates chosen by the
Government Iropy &% list of ndthes—pre-
sented by “the fmions, - It wag in this
fashion Joubaux was sgelected ~* and
named by the Government to represent
the C.G.T. at the Peace Conference.”
And the \remedy for this dependence
on the Government is for the unions ‘‘to

-return to our own independent and auto-

nomous action, revolutionary action,
which is the omnly reason for the exist-
ence of syndicalism,’””

\

Reverting thus to the propaganda, and
the practice of pre-war days, the revo-

‘lutionary French syndicalists are getting

ready for revolutiorr. The-fight for the
conquest of power in the C.G.T has
begun, - and it ‘will be bitter. In the end
it will fall to the revolutionaries in
France, as it is falling .to the Left Wing
in the United States. It will fall to the
revolutionaries because they see where
the real seat of power of the working
class is—namely, in the Unions and on
the job, Anti-parliamentary, anti-mili-
tarigt, anti-imperialisb, and anti-capi-
talist, they are on the side of the angels.
Good luck to them, TV ‘
*'The Voice of Labour.”” : .

In several quarters satisfaction bas
been expressed at the enlargement of
“The Voice,” and someé greedy readers
are agking for more. We wish we could
give it to them; but the time is not yet.
After all, the readers of ‘‘The Voice”
can make the paper as large as they
like. Tor instance, as soon as our cir-
culation goes up a few thousand again,
we are prepared to add at least two
pages. And remember the cost of two
pages now would almost -have published
' The Voice > ab its present size’in pre-
war days, and that for a fair eircula-
tion. - Remember, too, that the price of
the paper to the reader .remains at a
penny,
<in our six pages than any other weekly
does for a penny. But we want to give
still more, and we mill if our readers,
secretaries of branches and clubs, ete.,
will bestir themselves to get new readers.
We are planning new features, snd at
present - we are vrejecting dmportant
matter every week for want of space.
Liast week, unfortunately, we had to
devote our additional space to important
matters of a kind which we hope we
ghall not have to discuss at length again,
That was necessary, and if need be we
will do as much again. But we hope the
necessity will not arise.. We want all
our space for a score of other big and
imprortant problems which are pressing
on the movement at present, and if our
readers will help as much as those who
are willing to write for them, we arein
‘& position to promise them a weekly
newspaper and review equal to any pub-
lished by Labour in any part of Xurope.

MCORE MEDICINE FCR JGHN
MaoLEAN, :

St. Bnda’s College,
The Hermitage
Rathfarnzham.‘

A Chara—1I had the experience of being
present for-the first time at.a proclaimed
meeting, but I have had the pleasure of
hearing John MacLean speak a number
of times. I confess the attitude of the
audience surprised me It was evident
that they did not know him, nor what
he represents. Of Mr., MacLean's per-
sonal integrity and sincerity I have the
highest opinion,

e i, indeed, a great man and a great

| power, and I hope he will succeed in his

great work of -establishing the Prole-
tarian Commonwealth—but his zeal and
desires made him paint a piclure that
is far too rosy-tinted, at least as regards
the condition of affairs in Glasgow. As

one who resides in Glasgow, I am in a
position to judee quite as well asg he is,

“are educated enough to help

fightmg spirit, and' departed  from it |
, It is on,those|

delegates, ~ 1t put them beyond the con-}

‘leaders
'Britisl}j_leaders to carve out

We give more reading matter

The Editor of ﬂx-e t“ Voice of Labour.” i

and I would advise the Irish people not
to bo carried away by Mr. MacLean’s
eloquence and heroics. To one in the
knew the idea of Glasgow being a re-
volutionary storm centre is farcical in
the extreme—and as for any sy-mpat-lwtlc
interest in Irish affairs, it is simply non-
existent. Mr. MacLean represents. anly
a microscopically small section: of the
communjty—class - consciousness hardly
exists yet in Glasgows—and if Ireland is
to walt till the British working classes
Ireland to
gecure its independence—then it will have
to wait till the Greek Kalends or Tibb’s
ove. .

- Fach and every one of the Labour and
Socialist candidates at the last election
'in  Scotland were asked were . they . in
favour of Irish Independence, and none
of them would give an unequivocal
answer—not even John MacLean, Does
Treland want to throw off the rule of
British Imperialism for the-rule of Bri-
tish Belgshevism? TFrankly, I was most
disappointed and astonished at the en-
thusiastic plaudits ihat greeted Mr.
MacLean’s ~ sallies against the Irish
people. . A .

The need of educating the soldjers and
British people is certainly great, because
they are, indeed, sunk in abysmal ignor-
ance both of Irish affairs and their own
degraded position,

Cathal O’Shannon added his quota to
the denunciation of the Irish working
class—but he knows, and I know, that
they are a thousand years in advance -of
British Labour, o ‘

There is a 16t “to -be done, and the
task is often heari%'*bvreaking; Dbut let us
mdaintain a correct perspective and get,
as John McLean would say,  *“a guid
conceit of oursels.” - Ireland—Sinn
Feain—leads . the world to-day in con-
structive, . political and intellectual
statesmanship. - Trish . Labour has
earned . the admiration of all, by the
sacrifice it made in standing down at
the General Election. Don’t let it now
destroy. everything by following a will-
o’-the-wisp. of waiting for the British
Revolution and believing the nonsense
that Sinn Tein is in . danger of being
captured by middle class bourgeoisie
or any other class.’
““Vourselves,” Ireland, .

‘When we are free, 1rish Bolchevists can
fight for their idea, and I for one wish
them good ludk. Butb, for God’s. sake,
don’t let us adopt the soul-destreying-
wait-and-see.~have-patience  policy of
John McLean. We have had patience
for 700 years—are we going to enter a

-

desert of .patience for another 70Q
‘years? .- ,
I am a Dbit suspicious about Mr.

Ml ean’s effort to inflame the Irish
againgt. America. = ‘And, in conclusion,
I bope Inith labour will follow Irish
and leave Scotch (that is,
i their own
destinies,

Scotland is badly in. need of Sinn
Fein, It is the most nationally degraded
ecountry in the world. We sometimes
grieve at our shoneens—Scotland is a

nation of “shoneens. ©
H., WARREN HUTCHINSON.
Glasgow. : ' ‘

. "OUR REPLY,

o In spite of some of their shrewd and
just observations, our correspondent
falls into error,
know, both MacLean and what. he repre-
sents, and, on the whole, they: stand in
JIreland for. what MacLean .stands in
Scotland. We agree that Glasgow may
not be all MacLean painted it, nor even
the Olyde, but to our own personal
knowledge, .and that of not a few
workers in: Ireland, the sympathetic. in-
terest for Ireland does exist ower there.
And, of course, nobody ever heard a

speaker on an Irish :g].a.ﬂform in England,’

‘Scotland, or even
not to say bloody, picturel -

We don’t advise the Irish people to
wait for the British Revolution, and we
don’t even advise them to wait for the
Irish . Revolution, MacLean, we are
sure, would he at one with us in counsel-
ling them to work for and help to make
both, But no doubt the Ukrainian,
Polish, Finnish, and Lettish workers
heard that old saw about the Russian
"Revolution, and if not the Greek, the
‘Russian ~ Kalends ~ came -all right.
MacLean is in a minority, but s¢ were
Lenin  and Trotsky,. and so was

ublin, paint a rosy,

‘

Connelly, and we have a kind of not|.

very pleasant but not yet unforgettable

| recollection that so' were Clarke and

MacDermott. . .

Of the majority of those days some
are now with the majority, and will, we
suppose, when the Socialists are in the
ma]o(lixt}% toWé‘ sln%gld like our corre-
sponden give the questions put to
MacLean and Labour a,%d Socia-lisg; can-
didates at the General Election, and the
answers given. Most certainly we heard
Walton Newbold declare himself unequi-
vocally in Motherwell, both in -public and
private. : o

In answer to
question we cannot say.if Ireland wants
to throw off British Imperialism for
British. Bolshevism, { But we can as-

suredly assert that the Irish workers |

don’t want to throw off British Imperial-
ism in order to replace it by capitalism,
whether British, American, or even Irish.
But there are people in Ireland who
would like them to do that. Anyway
Bolshevism is not British or Russian or
Hungarian, it is ‘international.

Our correspondent sccuses us of de-

Sinn Fein is simply |

Most of those present|

our correspondent’s

did nothing of the kind. We did de

some of the sins of the Irish ﬁ%?ﬁ?
“und the Irish people, and whey ﬂ,g
workers_or the peoIpLe don’t religh the
truth- when” it is told to them (we haye
plenty - of experience of that ag better-
men_ before us had), we will just go o
telling it all the sanje. Sure, “lgt 4
niaintain & correct ‘perspective,” anq
~that’'s why we like to see the medicing
dosed out. -

- It!s humbug to say .
that Ireland ‘‘leads the world to-day .
in ‘constructive political amd intellee [}
tual statesmanship.” Ireland doeg jn.
deed show some sbatesmanship in certaiy -
directions, but now isn't “leading the
world '* politically and.intellectually just -
a wee bit ¢ too rosy tinted?”’ We ghould
like! to “see Ireland leading in social
statesmanship, but that day is not yet,
We are told to wait till Ireland i {res.
before we ficht for Bolsheyism., -

Our position ig that Iteland cannot be
free till Ireland is Bolshevist. Don’t be
patient, says  our driend, but let the
workers .be patients That’s just the
yoint,. We have bee%f;tpapaﬁent,,and ab

TacLean’s - mectingl -we showed how.
Now that the workers are getting im-
patient we imtend to do our best to per-*
suade them not to fall back into impo-
"tent patience and “waiting. '

Our  correspondent - doesn’t . like §
MacLean’s attitude on America. Obh-. B
vionsly that is hecause our correspondent

Our correspondent ought to study the
relations ketween the United States and
Mexico. Peérhaps he will think again
when we point out to him that Ameriea -
iy raising a loan for Koltchak to replace
the Soviet Republic by the néw Tsarism,
and that an American Ambassador, Mr.
Roland Morris, has gone from Tolio to .
Koltchak’s Government at Omsk, where
the “Russian State is now being re-
stored.””  We haven’t yét heard of the
arrival of an American Ambassador in
Dublin. We welcome our correspondent’s
letter, but we are lkeeping. our correct
perspective.—Ed.] - -

THE TRAMP. -,
By Wiiby Heard, .
Bound for where, you Blanket Stiff?
And what your mission, pray?
With stern set face and sluggish gait,-
. Where ends your weary way? '

No sound escapes those hardened lips,
They make no threat or plea, ,
Thé stones beneath his road-worn feet
Briiig answer back to me: .
¢ His mission is to follow o'er, . ~
‘Will-’o-the-Wisps of Greed; :
‘Whichh dance and lure at Mammon’s
beck’ s oo
“ Just such ‘as him to bleed,

“With stern-set face and sluggish step,
He. plods from place to place; ;

Upon his back his HOME, his ALL—  §
-Proof of the new formed race. o

“His journey ends there, over there,
‘No not just there, but there;

And then from there still further on—-
Still ends most anywhere.” -

THEY GREASE THE FAT SOW IN
CO. KERRY.

From Abbeyfeale co a. resolution
adopted by the local Iﬁn’rg‘:noh “condemn-
ing the County Council for preferring
-men with farms:-of land and cattle to
the labouring man when workers are
required for Direct Labour on the roads.

In some parts of the country the in-
troduction "of Direct Labour has been
thoroughly “dishonest. The old ‘¢ con-
tractor,’”” with brothers and cousing in
the District and County Councils, hangs
on to the job as a direct labourer.

The man of some property gets the
first choice of the plums. The labourer .
with a garden, or with none, is shut out
of this kind of work, and the big fellows.
hog it all for themselyes,
~ Abbeyfeale’s chance to change all that
will come at the Council elections. Leb
Abbeyfeale resolve to stop vqting for
friends and patrons of the 'workers.
Vote for workers only. . '

THE STUFF (HOT) TO GIVE 'EM.
F. M. (Navan) writes:—The speeches
made by Bullen and Co. were read with
indignation by the union members in the
fighting ares here, as also the tale of
the revolver display at the Mansica’
House meeting as written by the glee
ful “Independent.’’ |

If there ig any hanging to be doné
would Mr. Mullen let the union branches
in this county know the date, as the ash
gl.ants we are using on the cattle
leath might come in handy. :

The Deadwood Dick gang of the Man
sion House might find work to do for the
Union around here—that is if they really
‘have the Union’s interest at heart—any-
way send them down,

Joseph Small, Ulster Farmers’ Union, want
& union that will organise Ireland and link
up with English, Canadian, and A_ustralinﬂ
farmers, ‘

An international league of profiteers!

The Tord Bishop of Meath supports the
workers’ claim for a living wage.

James Murphy, Alligans, was ordere:l 10
bay £18 10s, @rrears of wages at Ballymoré

nouncing the Irish workjne-class. WeEustace-PettySessions.

.p

won’t listen to MacLean’s argument,
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Vhat all the World is

OW FRENCH LABOUR TACKLES THE
RURAL PROBLEMIS. |

‘ho Elght Hours' Day in Operation.

An Example for Iretand,

n France ag in Ireland opponents of
salism and Labour have tried their
% to separate the country workers
m the town workers. All the wheezes
, farmers work here are ‘worked -in
These efforts have failed
Trance as they are failing in Ireland.
1o meet their opponents tlsr French
-cultural workers  are uniting their|
rattisations -a,qd giving an example of
%y which their farm-working brothers
Ireland might copy with advantage.
Phis union of forces is directed by the
onch General Confederation of ILa-
ir, the central frade union organisa-
n of the French industrial workers
Trade
reland but with
;her more suthority over its affiliated
lorationg than the Irish Oorigress has
ar the affiliated unions in t¥is country.
[he Confederation, or as it is. popu-
ly called, the C.G.T., is grouping the
ench land workers in a single, united
leration of agricultural workers. Agri-
lure will thus become one of the
partments of the One Big Union in
ance as we have advocated that it

ance to0O.

1ighly corresponding to the

jon Congress in

ould become in Ireland,

Up till this the Irench workers on
e land had been grouped in-six seEa—
he

te federations, or rather unions,

ey of division being  according to
wlity and occupation. Tour of these
e afiiliated and two -unaflilinted to

e C.GT, - .
g-Hour Day on French Farms,

Now, however, all sections see as never
¢ joint
tion, common propagands, and central
rection, especlally since the applica-
m to agriculture of the French law
1 hour, has become the
rning question in the farming world.
This unity of control and action with
al and occupational freedom of man-
1d drafting of demands will
. brought' about by the grouping of.
| six unions in one common agricul-
( within the
G.T. in accordance with the Federal

““The National
that all existing
oups of land-workers shall from Janu-
v 1, 1920, form one single and united
panisation which shall take its place

fore the absolute mneed ~for

.the eight-hour da

oment and

ral workers' federation

cecutive’s .deoision.
This decision reads:
secutive declares

}:‘Ix;axé(f:e was 8,516,380. Those are mada

: ) Employers,
Proprietors, farmers, land. "~
~ holders : o 5,119,825
‘Gardeners vor 99,839
Lo Workoers, ’
Agricultural day-labourers.., 2,408,711
" domestics ... 748,176
' car(t‘iers voo 29,698
e _gardener 115,386
‘The striking th??xg about these

figures is the important number of- small
and largé proprietors "a¥ compared with
the non-owning wale-edrners.

“They show better than any com-
ments could the real necessity for the
proposed Federation to include in the
organisation a certain number of small
fm-mersi small proprietors and land-
 holders.” '

Another big question just now is for
the delegates to determine the attitude
of the producers on the land to the
application of the eight-hour. day in
agriculture, -

On Thursday of last week 13 farmer
delegates and 18 worker delegates were
to meet in conference under the Minis-
try of Labour to study the method of
applying the eight-hour law to French
agriculture. .

- But that’s in I'rancg, dtuigeann tu?
Not in Ireland, where neither the Re-
publican Dail nor Carson’s Provisional
Government, mor even the Imperial
British Parliament, has passed an oight~
hour bill, much less taken steps to apply
it to the country’s most important
iddustry,

«LE ‘POPULAIRE” ON AMERICA

" AND IREILAND. :

(In the International Politics column
of ¢ Le Populaire,” Paris, Phedon con-
tinues to stress the international impor-
tance of Ireland. This week again we
print another of his arbicles, entitled
‘c America and Ircland ’® published on
July 19.—Ed.) .

Sufficient attention has not been given
in the inbernational press to the debate
which has just faken place on Irish
affairs in the United States senate.

‘As laid down at Washington a little
less than a century ago the Monroe doc-
trine had two aspects. To the Ameri
cans it reserved the direction of Ameri-
can affairs, excluding from the New

the General Tederation of Labour interference, and it
)

der the name of I/ Union féderative
rrienne,’ thus permitting the syndical
rade union) movement to develop, and
ke deeper root amongst the ‘land

orkers.”’
To carry out this decision the six

‘ganisations were to hold a joint dele-
ke meeting with the C.G.T. in Paris

1 Wednesday of last week, and it is

wderstood that the feeling amongst the
31egates was that the fusion woull be

uried at the conference.

The agricultural organisations, by the
ay, some time singe united their craft
“The Land

'gans in a single journal
Torker,” and 1 of th

,” and several of them have the
ume entrance and contribution fees.

How they United.

In 1914 the fusion.of these organisa-

ons was well on its way, and a_ special
asion conference was to fbe held in
sptember, but the war, with its scatter-
\g of the workers through conscription,
pset the movement at that particular
me. The French farm serfs are more
1an making up for lost time mow. -
Last week's delegate meeting was a
reliminary gathering to lay down the
Jlid bases of the new organisation and
xk a common ground of agreement
on whieh all land-workers, irrespective
- cccupation and localibty, could meet
nd work for a common programme,
The question of recruiting and organ-

sing the non-union members and the|

lasses to be, hrought into the new
rganisation is felt_to Le ofy the very

World all European 1
forbade in principle all American inter-
ference in the affairs of Iiurope.

Actually at present only the first as-
pect is maintained, and without any
chadow of doubt to mo power oit our Con-
tinent, mo matter how imperialist 1t
might be, would it occur to provoke the
“government of Washington -by aggres-
sion against Argentine, Chile or VYenez-
uela. : - :
But the second aspech has been done
away with. ‘ . :

The participation of the United States
in the world war and the engagerpén’o
they have undertaken to defend France
in case of a German offensive, have Te-
duced by half the effect. and the weight
of the Monroe doctrine. If, as some
people - believe, Wilson is accepting a
meandate for Constantinople and Armenia
America will be entangled in the closest:
and most constant of the difficulties of
the Old World. ,

Not only has England agreed—but she
has even begged for this permanent in-
trusion- of ihe Republic in Juropean
1 affnirs. That means that England has
no longer any power or right: to protest
against the raising of the Irish problem
in the American Senate.

This bhody has talken two very gignifi-
cant votes:— )

1. Tt has demanded all bubt vmanr
mously that the Irish delegates he heard
by the Paris Conference. And every-

18 importance and is receiving S1?901311body knows that these delegates, senb

ttention.

Organising thc Small Farmer.

On this Lapierre said some interesting

Lings in an interview in “LHumanité.”

wpierre is an Assistant Secretary of
he 00.G.P.. that is, chief of one of its

is
and
lrection of the land proletariat. e

lepartments, and his deparbment
wriculture and the organisation.

Jays 1—

“Must we confine recruiting to gle
0-
mestio snd other farm-servants, some
1,517,685 in - number? Ought wo not
tather appeal also to the 506,087 small
work
! land with the
aid of their own familics and are wage-

10n-proprietory day-labourers and

proprietary  day-labourers who

their own' little pieces of

earners for part of the year.

f’ “ Among the landholders and small
armers & good many may be considered
:‘15‘ it they wore wage-earners living with
,lfh'gulty,, they and thoir families carry-
ing “out the wishes of the proprietory

ond Almﬂge. genoral farmers.
ccording to tho docum

la,tegt of which we have any i
o active agricultural po

i s -

~

\ nts supplied
by the Ministry of Labour %or 1011, the
_t}formation,
',y_éa’oion. of

as they have been by Qinn Fein, will
formulate their complaints -against the
Tondon Cabinet without any circurnlo-
cution whatever, and that they will de-
mand an independent republic.

9. It has expressed its gympathy for
the desires of the Irish people, that 1s
to saxy, for separation.

Tn short, in regard to the question of
Tre' 1, the Senate takes up the atti-
tu adopted with regard to other .op-

pre: . nationalities, Tchechs,
‘Armenians, ete. It reckons that the
doctrine of the right of peoples is valid
for all, and not merely for some of them.
Tt puts the Irish on the same ground 28
tho groups formerly under gibjection by
the Central Empires.

. Probably this will cause some anger
and some humiliation to the governing
class of England. “That class is being
taught a salutary lesson. Possibly, too,
the American Senate hag given way
political considerations which are not of
tho highest order. Thab matters very
little : what does emerge is thab the pro-

blom of Ireland is entering a mnew
phase, PHEDON,

¢

the size of the 'farms, except that the

Poles, |

df*s’:—c,s

Thinking

Religion.

The nation which was for centuries
the unyielding outpost of Christendom
against the invading Turk, and which is,
after Ireland, perhaps, the oldest con-
B_clousl_y national uniy in Europe, Hun-
gary, - is torday blockaded by the British,
Frean‘ch ‘and Italian Alliance,

Conrmerce and trade are being denied

immune from the bought antaganiem of
the Tchechko-Slovalks g()11 the west, and
steadily wearing down lyy arms and pro-
agands the Roumanian invaders, the
ungarians are maintaining a reign of
Justice, social peace, and ordered pro-
gress. ‘
‘ The decrees publigshed in the New York
‘N{Lfnon” show that the Hungarian
Soviet has solved the vexed question of
ﬂousmg. Houses are now the property
of the Republic. A District Housing

dertakes repairs and improvements, and
qollects rents, the amount of which is
fixed by itself. Houses owned by workers
are not liable for rent, the only charge
upon them being & tax on the ground
value.

The wholesale and retail trade is com-
trolled by the National Federation of
Commercial Employees through shop
stewards., = Maximum prices are fixed
nationally. Articles for which no maxi-
mum prices are fixed are sold at cost
price plus the net cost of distribution;

All Profit is Prohibited.

_Agriculture is carried on by Co-opers-
tive Associations. Any person may join
who can guarantee to give 120 days every
year to the work of the farm, :

The produce is shared according .to°
‘the amount of work given by the jndi-
vidual .member. No limit is placed on

4o

shall not be larger than can be worke
by the members of the association.

The use of tractors and labour-saving

nmivchinery, and the adoption of new
methods of cultivation are encouragad by
the Republic. Between March 21 (the
date of the.proclamation of the Soviet)
and - April 15, co-operative associations
had taken over 2,500,000 acres.

For many genorations the Austrian
rulers of Hungary, themselves Catholies,
fomented weligious dissension in FHun-
cary, which is overwhelmingly Catholic
in population.,, Taught by experience,
the Communist Soviet Republic has de-
creed ontire religious freedom, We pub-
lish the decree in full below,

DECREE ON THE FREE EXERCISE
. OF RELIGION.
(Published in the * Pesti Naplo” for
, April 11.)

The Soviet Republic regards religion
as the private affair of the individual,
and safeguards everybody’s right to ex-
orcise his religion freely.

Any person who hampers, or interferes
with any other person in the free exer-
cise of his religion, is regarded by the
Soviet Republic as the enemy of revolu-
tionary order. C . :

However, a oertain_section of the
dergy use the right to the free exercise
of religion as a pretexb for fostering,
openly or secretly, counter-revolutionary
agitation, and at religious meetings in-
cite against the order, spirit, and in-
stitutions of the Soviet Republic. In
most plages the meetings during Faster
weele are utilised for this purpose.

The Revolutionary Governing Council
will prosecute such abuses with the ut-
most rigour, At the same time ib orders
all local Workers’, Soldiers’ and Peasants’
Councils and all Soviet Officials and de-
legates under their jurisdiction to_safe-
guard to the utmiost of theip--ability,
tho freedom of all meetings of a

Thé Soviet and |

them, yet within their- own boundary, ,d

Committes, elected by the tenants, un-|

e

genuinely religious character.

Tn the future the Soviet Republic will
refrain from interference with the exer-
|ciso of religion, even in this limited
cense.

Whereas, however, al present counter-
revolutionaries try in many places to
incite the masses, not vet duly enlight-
ened, against the rule of workmen,
soldiers and peasants, with the allegation
that the dictatorship of the proletariat
is the enemy of-freedom of conscience;
" Whereas, furthermore, these deceivers
of the people disseminate the charga that
the Sovieb Republic prepares to. abolish
religion, and to divert the churches and
chapels from their religious uses;

Whereas, finally, there are cven such
porsons as_are not ashamed to allege
fhat tho Soviet Republic desires to
¢ communise ’’ women ;

Now, therefore,
The Workmen’s, Soldiers’ and Peasants’
Council shall provide that on Iaster
Sunday, and the two subsequent Sundays,
the clorgymen shall mako the following
announcement from the pulpit, and ov-
plain it to their. congregationst .

1. The Soviet Revolution safeguards
\everybody's right to exercise his religion

{reely.
will be suffered to_ inter-

2. No person i . ;
fero with clergymen in their religlous

activities, or in the exeoution of religious

l riteg&i~ _

),
2

1 order hs follows:—|-

d Doing
and Doing.,
8. Churches and other buildings usoed
for religious purposes, such as chapels
and other places of worship, will also in
the future be- used for religious purposes
oxclusively, and nobody plans to trans-
form churches into thoatres or cabarets
or meeting halls or community contres.
4. The Communist Soviet Republie, also
called the Dictatorship of the Prolotariat,
will not, alter the’ Torm of maruiige and
family life as practised hithorto,d has
no intention to do go. It will bt com-
munise women, and has no Intention to

0 80, : :
5. All those who, by asserting the
contrary, try to mislead the people, will
be considered as encmies of the revolu-
tionary order, and treated” as sugh. -
(Signed) SIGISMUND KUNFT,
People’s Commisgsioner on Pablio
_ Tducation,
Budapest, April, 17, 1919.

TWELVE YEARS' SCHOOLING FOR
HUNCARIAN CHILDREN,

Bonefits of the Soviet: Revplution,

Immediately after the reévolution of 3Lsb
October, 1918, the Hungarian teachers’
trade »-giﬁl}}om«*set up a Commission uf
School Reform. - During the then current
school ‘yéa¥ many long delayed changes
were made, and special clagses in the
science of teaching were opened at yari-
ous centres for the teachers.

The -schemo of reform now adopted
divides the schools into four grades,

1. The Primary School, “comprising
eight classes in oight successive years,
which every child in the country must
pass through, : -

9. The Secondary School, with five
classes in five successive years, following
upon the -eight olasses of the primary
gchool, :

8. Pupils who do not choose to enter
the Secondary School will enter the Occu-

pational Schools of four class. -

Agriculture various crafis, and the
business of distribution will bhe studied;

the school day being divided to allow ~-—<o

two lessons in theory, and four practical®”
and experimental lessons, - : ‘
4. Special High Grade Schooly of Medi-
cine, Qcience, Technical Subjects and
Education. , 7 ‘
The old verbal repetitions of set lessons -
are abolished, and practical methods of
{uition by worl and experiment adopled.
Secondary pupils will study Marxian
social economy as one of the courses. and
the history of the development of human
society will be another subject of instruc-
tion. Definite moral inatruction will ke
given in all grades, ' The bodily comfort
and well-being of the children will he
seen to by special staffs; baths and kin-
dergartens being set up. ‘
This programme of reform, which Trish
toachers should note, is inaugurated by
the teachers themselves as a constituent
part of the Soviet regime, will come into
force when the schools re-open in Sep-
tember, ' : '
Don’faxe xge?_@d the Soviet in_our Irish
schools—beg = pardon| the Managers’
Schools.

A GLEAM OF HOPE FOR HUMANITY

trigsh-American’s View,

Trom +the great Jesuit  weekly
¢« America '’ we take the following ex-
tract from an article by J. C. Walsh,
U.S. staff correspondent at the Penca
Conference and: author "of the article
« Treland at the  Peace Conference,’”
which appears in the current number of
« Studies.)—E4.).

In. Paris nobody any
dogmatising aboutb Russia.
Bolshevik is still to )
boleth, but it is not 80 fashionable as it
was o few weeks ago for people who
disputed about overything else to take
shelter under an amicable agreement to
denounce the Bolshovik. .

The change is due to recognition and
admission that Russia is completely oub
of liand and that if it called itself some-
thing clse than Bolshevist it would still |
e outwide the circle of infliience within
which the fate of Burcpe is being, a8
is thought, - decided.

If those who come back from Russia
have different stories %o tell it is he-
cause they went there for different pur-
poses. The nilitary-minded come back
in déspair. Those whose philosophy of
life rests upon the efficient working of
a factory come back in anger, Those who
are in a hurry about the conclusion of
peace in Kurope come bhack in alarm.

But one must add that those who
leave Paris oppressed with a sense of
the cynical selfishness of the greab
Powers return from Russia with a feel-
ing that there, somehow, there is
ing something, which affords a gleain of
hope for that mass of humanity whose
intorest is ¢ above all governments.”

Tt is useful to have this appreciation
of first hand compotent observers, for
none of the other explanations suffi-
ciently explain many things that have
happened. -

longer thinks of‘
The word

From the *¢ Irish People.” %Organ of the
Fenian qutherhoodk‘ July 80, 1864.-

To permit a small class whether alien
or native, to obtain .a monopoly of the
land is an intolerable injustice: its con=
tinued enforcement iz neither more nop
‘Jess than o robbely of the hard and

| labourlous earnings of the

QOT,
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some extent a shib- -
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OF LABOUR. B

‘Twenty-Fifth Labour Congress

FULL TEXT OF PRESIDENT’S SPEECH.

Congress week began at Drogheda with
‘what we belicve was Drogheda’s first
Socialist meeting held on Sunday in the
Mall, by the Socialist Party of Ireland.
Iamonn Rooney presided over a huge
gathering, whi’fc%'i listened with close at-
tenion to well-argued speeches from Tom
Nagle, Tom Kennedy and J. Hughes,
The reception accorded their addresses
will éncpurage the S.P.I. to arrange &

geries of lectures in the town, and the!

formation of a local branch.

.The delegates to Congress attended
in lange numbers, as if to break them-
selves invfor the four days’ speech-making

that followed. : _

-On Monday ,morning the Congress was

“welecomed to the ancient town, m the
" Whitworth Hall, by & workingman

Mayor, Mr. S. McGowan, an officer

the local branch of the Postmen’s Peder-

ation, who is carrying on.as_postman
while magnifying his office as Mayor by
much activity in promoting local welfare,

Mr. McCabe, Drégheda Trades Council,

 was ,.apI;_ointesi Assistant Congress Sec-|

retary. The election of Tellers resulted
in Miss Norah Coennolly, I.T. & G.W.U,,

“topping the poll, once more associating |

the name of Connolly with the work. of
the Irish Labour Party and Trade Union
Congress, -in which her father did. some
of his best, if least showy, work, )
Thomas Cassidy’s Presidential address
was a characteristic, straightforward
‘gbatement of the present situation o
Irish Labour as he saw if. Doubtless,
it will evoke criticism, but it expresses
a ponderable mass of opinion in Ireland,
particularly. "in Ulster. It belongs to a
school less of thought than .of action,
concerned with the prac;@g . and  the
practicable, rather than witly“tlie desir-

- able and the ideal,- Its existefidd cannot

e ignored, and criticism of its view-
point and expression must.be snch as
will meet jt with argument and proof an
persuasion.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

_ Fellow-delegates—In  twelve months
which have passed since Congress met in
‘Waterford matters of great moment have
taken place. ~ Some of those momentous,
events we can look back upon and pride
ourselves on the part taken by Irish
Labour; owing to the conditions sur-
rounding others we cannot view them
with that full delight which their great-
ness warranted, . - .o
In Auguast lask, while the irrinediate
“danger of Conscéription being applied to
thig country was lifted by the establish-
ment of a system of voluntary recruiting,
wia were warned. by the President of
Congress (Mr, O'Brien) in his great ad-

_ dress that the danger was by no means

past. How true that was the.events of
the months which followed fully proved.
From the very first it was recognise
that voluntary recruiting was ddomed to
fajlure. It was never meant to succeed,
but only to be used as an excuse for the
imposition of Conscription en the Irish
people at a later and perhaps more op-
portune stage, when the determination
v"of”jti]he people 1o resist had heen weak-
Jered. ' S .

= Bub in épite of threats, in gpite of the
* imprisonment of the recognised: leaders
. of the vast majority of the people of the

country without charge being preferred|
against them—in spite of the great pre-|
parations which the military had made
for +the impesition of conscription, and|
which they daily, flaunted in the face of
the nedpile all over the country—in spite
of all, the peovle remained steadfast to
“their pledrme - of April, 1918. when they
golemnlvy determined to resist by everv
means the imposition of compulsory mili-
" tary service, -

~ CONSCRIPTION.
Going through the country I saw for!

" myself how great, how perfect were the

preparations of the military, with their
armoured trains and armoured cars. with
their tanks, and aeroplanes, and all the:
appurtenances of war: On the other

hand, I saw for myself how great, how!

grand, was the determination of the
people. o
. _Never for a moment did they deceive
themselves in the thought that danger
had passed, never for a moment did they
close their eyes to the preparations made
for the gathering of the blood-tax. . They
‘had made up their minds, and come what
might, they were prepared to face rather
than submit to being placed nnder com-
pulsory military service. In looking back
on those anxious days, I felt that to-day
T must pay my tribute to the magnificent
apirit displayed by the people, and in my
humble way I would desire fo point out
tho lesson of unity it carries with it.

In their determination to resist thig in-
dquitous measure, the people of Ireland
were united as seldom before, and in this
unity of purpose success was achieved—

- tho order to apply. conscription to this

- country was never placed on the table of
thie British House of Commons, . ‘
Tor this suoccess different parties claim
credit, No attempt to make party capital
out of such o gloriously united move-
ment should be attempted. I prefer that
it ghould be looked tpon as a pgreat

national victory for a wunited ople |
against oppression—a victory; of Right
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proud the organised workers of the
country contributed their full share.
Would that the people of this country
were united always as they were during
those months when the shadow of con-
seription hung éVer our land ; would that
the unity oi purpose displayed through-
out that anxious period were maintained,

PEACE AND THE LEAGUE.

In August last the world was ifi the
threes of the greatest war mations cver
participated in. How we then longed for
Peace—for a Peace which would mean the
end of war for all time, and restore to
subject peoples their freedom. In this we
were . encouraged by the high' ideals
promulgated by President Wilson in his
' historic' Flourteen Points. How we later
hailed with thankfulness the signing of
an armistice on the basis of those Four-
teen points, and how hopefully we locked
towards the Peace Conference for the ful-
filment in a treaty of the great promises
held out to mankind. There never was a
gathering which assembled with more
hope on the part of the peoples of #H&
world than the Peace Conference in Parig}
How have those hopes been realised? So
far as the Allied and Central Powers are
concerned war indeed has ceased; peace
terms have been signed. But while war
has ended in Trance and Flanders, the,
clash of arms still resound throughout
the world; and who beileves that the.

f| treaty signed at Versailles will bring that

Peace which the world desired. = Sir
Douglas Haig believes it not, for he is
already adveeating the training of the
youth of Britain for the next great war,
General Smuts does not believe it; he
signed the treaty because it was impera-
tively necessary to close the war. The
German Ministers who attached their

“signatures do not believe it; they signed

under duress, to save their people from

d| starvation, believing that, anxious as

they might be to stand by the terms, the
conditiong imposed are impossible to ful-
fil. Wilson, Lloyd George, nor Clemen-
ceau do not believe it, for has not an-{|
other treaty been entered into hetween
France, England and America. Orlando,
Ttnly’s representative on the Big Four,
delss not believe it, for, it is reported that
he signed a secret alliance with Roumania
against the Jugo-Slavs. Although war is
still raging in many parts of the world,
and the Peace desired is not vet, I am
indeed thanlful that the awful carnage
on the Western front has ended. The
treaty with Germany -which has fellowed

-is indeed harsh in its conditions, and ‘de-

parts much from the principles which we
were told animated the Allied Powers. T

fluence of time will bring about such a
change of feeling in jthe minds and hearts
of the victorious nations that many of

| those harsh conditions will be modified,

and the conquered peoples given a fair

‘chance to carve out for themselves a new

destiny freed from the curse of militar-

ism. The terms of the treaty are, how-

ever, claimed by their framers to he just.
Buat was justice-not to he mixed with
mercy. Reparation for injuries dane, it
is claimed, is a just mroposition, but it
can only be just to the extent to which
the conquered natiens are able to bear
the bhurden,» and fair opporbunities
‘must be given those countries for the
development of their industries so that
the conditions laid down mayv be complied!
with. The physical restoration of the in-
vaded areas s claimed to he a inst nro-
position; but very little mercy is shown
‘in the condition that 140,000 milch cows;

 together with a large number of #ther

live stock, must in' three months be
handed over bv a country whose children
are dying“in thousands for ‘the: want of
milk. T look upon the end of militarism
in Germany with jov, but I want to see
‘militarism abolished the world over; I
hail with 'satisfaction the end of conscrip-
tion in Germany, but I also wish to see
it abolished wherever to-day it exists
throughout the ’ world, including Eng-
land. T rejoice to know that subject
peoples have regained their liberty, and
if it is just that this should he =o. in
the domain of- the <defeated Powers,
Csurely it is equally just that the same
principles should be applied to the
claims for liberty by the subject peoples
of the conquering Powers, We are
asked by all the great statesmen to laok
forward with hope to. the League of
Nations, and while I welcome the prin-
ciple embodied in the establishment of
such a body, with all its great opportu-
nities to make this world better than it
has ever been before, its present consti-
tution cah not secure the confidence of
the workers. ~ A League of Natlions to
secure‘thiat confidence must embrace all
nations, and must be representative of
the peoples. At present constituted it
seems, in the words of the last resolu-
bioh on your agenda, “a perpetuation

{ under a new form of an alliance of one

group of States and an instrument de-
signed. for the more therough’ exploita-
tion of the working-class.”” It is true
that provision has been, made for the
getting up of an Tnteriational Labour
Commission with the abject of applying

internationally the prineiple of the 48

thch wo are

!
h

:
‘\J .
Y

hourg’ week, the preventing or provid.

[

hope, however, that the mellowing in-\

ing against unemployment, and the re-
gulation of the employment, of _women
and children. This Commission is to be
composed of representatives of the counr
tries comprised in the League of Nations.
| Again, I welcome the principle embodiad,
but for the same reason as I have befur_e
mentioned, it will not secure the confi-
dence of the workers. Our hope is in.an
International Teague of the working
clagses of the world, and for that we will
have to continue to work through the In-
ternationals, - ,

ALLIES' WAR OM RUSSIA.

. Although opportunity will be given to
the delegates, through a. resolution on
the agenda ‘to discuss the Russian situ-
ation, I cannob refrain from. expregsing
my condemnation -of the interference of
the Allied and Asseciate. Powers' in
Russia, and the organised propaganda of
calumny. which is  in existence tv m-
flucce® the public mind against the Bol
shevist leaders. Such condemnation daes
not negessarily carry with it vindieation
of Bolshevism or a defence of the me-
thods which are found necessdry to sup-
port, the revolution.  Bolshevism (us
Ramsay MacDonald points out) can be
tested only by the free operation of poli-
tical opinion and experience in Russia.
‘But it 18 not, apparently, desifed that
the experiment should be iried, and this
free operation of political opinion is
baing strangled” by the support.which
the Allies are extending to Koltchak and
Denikin, and by the widespread distri-
butien of literature designed to poison
the public mind against the leaders of the
revolution and their followers, and make
them appear as the enemies of nmankind.
‘The war against the Bolsheévisty is a war
of interests; it is a war of Capitalism
against Democratic rule, it is a war to
again set up m Russia the old regime,
so that the wonderful resources of that
great ‘country may continwe to be ex-
ploited in the interests of the Capitalist
class. Tt is of this T protest. And in this
capitalistic war the Allied and Associated
Powers (particularly England) are cup-
porting the reactionary leaders, and hy-
pocritically.stating that this support 1s
extended in the name of humanity. I
trust the power of Democracy in Britain
will be sufliclently strong to yet save
that country from this disgrace, and that
interference "in Russian affairs will be
‘abandoned, - I defend not the atrocities
which are being committed in the prose-
cution of the revolution—war itself ig an
atrocity which ) abhor, dpd in-the carry-
ing on of war it is inevitable that acts
will be committed that merit the-bondem-
nation of mankind. But these atrocious
acts are committed by both parties—
if they are to be condemned in the Reds
they must equally be condemned in the
‘Whites.
however, is the exaggeration indulged in
by the agents of the Capitalist clags—
the manufacture of horrifying tales
W.lnch bave little or no foundation, the
‘circulation of stories such. as the now
discredited nationalisation .of woman-
kind—all for the purpose of alienating
sympathy with the champions of an op-
pressed people. Are the alleged atroci-
ties” whidh  wro now being so strongly
cgngemne(%e inﬂ the lﬁ}f&.ﬂe of the Bolshe-
vists greater than those ¢ 3
Iioltchak o o e of the armies of
than those which were dail mmit;
under the 1‘}110 of the Czar y;an? iﬁgl%ﬁﬁ
tators? Ts it imagined that the story of
how the Revolution of 1905 wax stampod
out 7 blood is forgotten. There was
then no interference in the name of hu-
manity. No. The interests of the Cani-
talist class were then nob in danger. The
success of the present economic revolu.
tion .would dethrone Capitalism hence
the intarference of our Capitalist Govern-
fAﬂﬁ?”bS- hBut even mow it lIooks as if the
bacII(:Zd t‘}‘:ve rec:r)gmsed tha‘t- they have

e wrong horse, and tlie sooner
that * they withdraw . their support tho
| safer it will be for thefselves. o

. THE INTERNATIGNAL,

f}?n.e most important event, in my
opinion, to Irish Labour which has ne.
curred in thq nast twelve months has
b)een the admission of the Trish Lahour
Party to the International as a separa-
rate unit, and the participation .of our
delegates (Johnson and O’Shannon) in
the Berne Conference, and subsaquently
at Amsterdam.  Tho very full report
which your delegates have supplied of
tho proceedings of these conferences
make it unnecessary for me to dwell at
any length on- this subject. Suffice it t0
say that ¥ trust the International con-
nection thus formed will be continued
and strengthened, and that in all efforts
to improve the conditions of the workers
of the world and to secure for them their
rightful position in the control of the
world’s affairs that Irish Labour will ever
take its part. '

- THE ELECTIONS.

The decision of your National Execu-
tive to participate as a party in the late
General Election  and  the subsequent
withdrawal -of Vits -candidates was an'
ovent which gave rise to many comments
and an opportunity to those who are
ever ready to malign the Labour. Paxty

-

-before, and the time

-should mnot ‘be
-clearly demonstrated that last Decembey

What I ~:’do protest agminst,.

arg they greater

from a National political party point 0,
constitubion

Avausr 9, 1919 §

and accuse it of connection wity, B
politics. In anything which Wusp*?h ‘

done, the advancement and strength e |
ing of Labour’s cause was the paramogm ;
consideration. un ;

THE NEW ELECTORAL Ay, .
had given to the workers of the CO\intr
a greater power than they ever ‘possesse(yi B
- Ul was .eons,ide'red | 1
favourable to give them- the opportunit, B
to declars their allegiance to the 1)olicy B
which the Irish Labour Party hag ﬁe{ B

| forth. We recognised  that “fop g, W
.| worker living year in and year out, aven
.in so-called prosperous times, with th, | ‘j

barest margin between his daily work
and sbarvation, it is not enough to kngy ¥
that his elected representatives stand for
the freedom of Ireland as a politiey

State.”” We had no doubt at the time thys

the workers of the country of all politica] ¥
parties were anxious for the opportunity
to return as their representatives men of i
their own class vpledged to the Lahou [
Party policy ;we were fully satisied thut B
the workers throdghout the land were 25 &
much convinced as we that it would he &

indeed mnwise to leave the coutrol of

the political machine in the hands ot B
either Labowr’s enemies or professing [
friends. ¥ am fully convinced that that

is still so. But, owing to the acute poli.- [
tical differences which existed ot thy [

time and the strong desire on tha past | .

of the people that the great principle g}

‘gelf-determination, which was to-le

made the issue at the election in Irelgnd,
clouded, " it was Toon

‘was not the opportune time for Labour I

in my opinion, have been the
groeatest error gver made,

trong trade

“toy enter the fight for Parliamentary ré. |
presentation. If it had done so it wouid, |

their respective political parties, would, J§

under the then existing ecircumstances,

have felt themselves compelled to vote I
for the nmominees of the' political parties |

as against & Labour candidate, and the
result would indeed have been disastrous § -

to the cause of Labour. - It was this

consideration -only which led to the with- J&
drawal.of the Labour Party from the last J
General Election. . The time is, however, |
again approaching when this.quésiion J&

will ‘once more have to receive the con- |

L

sideration of Irish Labour: It is gener §¥

ally thought that a General Election |
can not be long delayed. Will Irish Lg |

3

bour make an effort to secure Parliamen- J

tary- representation? If elected,
Irish Tabour representatives
Westminster wuntil such time as this
country regains her freedom and her
right to make the laws to povern the

will
attend W

unionists, adherents of J§

Irish nation? These are questions which, '}
I bgheve, will have to be fa¢ed before wo §
again meet in annual Congress. In the [

past it was

contended that until the §

Home Rule question was settled it would J§

be impossible to join North and South:

In 1914 we thought that this sebilement

‘and form a Parliamentary Labour Party, &

was about to be accomplished. -1t was

on “this hypothesis that Larkin, in his °

great address to Congress in Dublin, ap- [
pealed for the establishment of the §

‘“New Party—a Labour Party—anin- |
dustrial ‘army, a political party whose

politics would be the assurance of brénd

and butter for all,” , §8
that the Government of Ireland Bill,
which was al'sged to be a Home Rule
Bill, wasg on the Statute Book, and would
be law in the immediate future, thab

“ Now (bo said) B

question was settled once and for all” &

But onece again 3t was fated that the cup
was to e dashed from® our lins.  The
Irish question is not yet settled, and the
problem seems more complex than ever.

It was then a consideration of

_Home Rulers and Anti-Home Rulersj
it is now, in addition, a question of Cons

stitutionalism and the policy of Binn

Fein. Will Jrish Labour™ have to waib
until all these wairing elements aro
Lrought together jn.a National settle-
ment before it can enter the arena inan
election  for Parlinmentary representa
tiyes? | Is it adyisalle that it_should

-do 80P This is a question wlhich, I think,

should be answered by the representa
tives of the workers in Special Congress
when the time arrives. And if it be de-
cided that Labour should enter the con”

test the question of attendance at Weste

minster at once arises, and must be con
sidered. Qwing to the conditions exist~
ing lust September—Corniscription hang
ing over the country, daily deportations,
imprisonment without trial, suppression
of public opinion, of free speech, aw
right of meeting—owing to these con

ditions it was decided that members o §

an Trish Labour Party should nob ’11".*"’;‘"1

the House of Commons. Far this decisiot {§

we were accused of playing ingo the hands |

of the Sinn Fein Party. Such is not the "

fact. Tt spemed to be forgotten that:al
Trish Labour Party would be composed ¢

men in"whose hearts there was love 45 K

strong for the Motherland s existed b
the hearts of the men composing bio
other parties; it seemed to be forgottel
that as Irishmen we ohject as_sbrong 13:
a8 the most ardent ov extreme Nationd
ist to the manner in which this country
18 misgovernedg and we ‘ '
recognise the futility,

view, under the present of
e B G ek e e
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o House of Commons, of the attendance

Trish members at \k’estnﬁnster, But
, epresentatives of the workers we re-
gnised also’that certam circumstances,
itside the question of Home' Rulé or
itional Independence might ~ arise
here the interests of democracy would
» at stake, and which would warrant
10 attendance of Irish Labour members,
ersonally, I believe, that so far as
abour is concerned, . abstention should,
aly be adopted as a policy—as a protest,

agree that most valuable work for
abour’s cause can be done in Ireland by
he strengthening of the -organisation of
he industrial forces, but if we nre to
lect Parliamentary Labour representa-
ives then we must seriously’ consider—
o long s laws for this country are made
+ Westminster—ihether it would be
sise to~forego the power -which- such
lection would place in -our hands to ad-
ance the.cause in which we are engaged
w-the opportunity which it would afford
ish Labour, tor assist the representa-
ives of British Labour in their efforts to
nould legislation on ®democratic” lines.
Ne have hope in the-International idea;
vhy, then, should we_deny”our support
o the champions. of Labour’s cause in
wother country when we have an oppor-
.unity of assisting- them in their
struggles.  And it may be that the hope
tor Ireland’s freedom will shortly rest
i the hands of the democracy of Britain
and the British Labour Party = ! .

' LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

Put no matter what decisioris may be
arrived at with respect to Parliamentary
¢lections, there caun be no possible differ-
ence of opinion on-the question of con-
testing Local "Government elections.
Great powers are possessed by local
public bodies, which, if exercised to their
full extent, would -tend much to the

greater health, comfort, happiness, and,

education of the people. in the cities,
towns, and districts_of Ireland, It has
been stated, in another sense, that the
present representatives on these boards
are out of sympathy to a great- extent,
with the feelings of the people. So far
as Labour ‘is concerned, they were never
much in sympathy with the feclings of
the workers. Let them be Notionalist or
Unionist, they represented primarily
their own class interests, and the best
of them gave but little thought to ;the
interests of the workers. How, after all,
could it be expected that the landlord
or the Isndowner on ecounty and district
councils would give much ‘attention to the
interests of the agricultural labourer, or
see that the.contracts of their respective

boards were carried out under fair con-

ditions of labour; how could it be ex-
pected that the house-owner, the house:
agent, or the employer on borough and
urban councils would give much attention
to the interests of town workers how
could it be expected that such represen-
-tatives would ke anxious to put in force
the powers they possess for proper sani-
tation, for better housing, for the pro-
vision of public baths, public libraries
and recreation grounds for the workers
‘and their children, No; such represen-
tatives did not seek election to look after
the interests of the worker—their objech
was to protect their own interests and
v the interest of their class.
And yet they were put in position by the
votes of ‘the workers!
ers of tlie country woke up to the fact that
they possess the power to return their own
representatives to these boards—men of
their own class who will look after their
interests, or-men pledged to the policy of
th_e Labour Party. I hope that preparations
W.l_ll b.e made in every city, town, and dis-
trict in Ireland to contest the forthcoming
Local Government elections in the interests
of Labour. I am ngt one who is out for the
entire control of these boards by the re-
Presentatives of any one class—the irter-
esta of all should be represented—but I am
out for such & representation of workers
as will make their influence effective. I be-
lieve that through the operation of the Pro-
portional Representation Act such a {fair
representation can Dbe secured. And might
I here remark that, included in the pre
parations hy Trades Councils and Trades
: Spcietiea for the forthcoming elections, pro-
vision should he made for the Histruction
of the voters in the Proportional.system,.
May I here take the opportunity of briefly
:{gferring to the coming intop operation of
. the 1 e
HOUSING OF THE WORKERS' ACT.
‘Tor years thie question has engaged the
attention of. Congress, and I welcome the
attempt made by the Governmerit to provide
the workoers of the towns with.decent hous-
ing accommodation. The financisl provisions
of the Act are not all that might be desired,
nor doeg it secem equitable that Dublin and
Belfast should be asked to raise in the open
market the nocessary. money required for
their 8chemes. The heavy burden of inter-
est will unduly raisc the economic rent of
the "houses tq be erected and add to the
already heavy burdens of the working class.
It isvgtated that the subsidy of 25s. (and iv
oxceptional circumstances 27s. 6d.) for every
2Ws, collected is @ better financial provision
than the limit of the 1d. rate embodied in
the English and Scotch measures. I am not
& firancial expert to contest the accuracy
of this statement, but it is really difficult
to believe that the British Treasury would
€rant to Ireland better provisions than
those granted to Dnglish® authorities. If
fey - were really sincere in their profes-
Gilfms, I see no reason why. the {fovernment
!t%hould not have given Irish local authorities
® option of adopting the English terzs.
e Act, however, is to be welcomed, und
While protesting against its financial pru-
;vieiona and using our strength to have them
ax:l the future amended, we should take full
vantage of it to secure for the workers in
our cities and towns decent housing accow-
em?dation. Your resolution on this guestion
Als for the establishment of a National
ousing Council, but failing this we should

It is time the work-|

-endeavour at the first opportunity to
b 0T, Y Serrnenagive on 0 puall
whose han 3
Bthe.z;zo is plaged, 8 the working of tho
also welcorte the decisi -
ment to introduco a Bill 1&11 :ﬁ,eﬁ’f (51;); ‘}‘,;’,
bourers’ Act, and provide the much-needed
housing. accommodation for our workers in
rural areas. '
Other events of interests to the Irish La-
bour movement have occurred during the
year, such as the response of Labour to the
call that May ist should be held as La
bour’e festival, the great’struggle in whicl
the Belfast workers engaged for the recog-
nitjon” of the 44 hours week, and which,
while not fully successful, has undoubtedly
brought the realisation of that ideal appre
ciably nearer; the protest strike of :
THE WuHICERS “F LIMERICK
against applying for military permits to
alloy them to go and returd, from work.
These matters are, however, referred to in
your Executive's report, and, a8 they may
be the subject of discussion,. I refrain from
comment, Let us, however, learn from the
lesgons we have gained in all things in
which Labopr has taken part in the past
twelve months the wisdom which will guide
our future aétioms on those straight lines
which will ultimately lead us to the accom-
‘plishment of our endd. We cannot afford to
make many mistakes. The workers of Ire-
land have shown they are responsive to the
call, and this responsiveness on the part
of the rank and file makes the responsibility
of their leaders -the greater. .
On all sides at the moment we see indus
trial unrest. And can we wonder at this.
We have for the past four years been war-
ning our people that as sure as morning the
industrial war woquld follow thie cessation
of hostilities on the Continent, Our fore-
cast hag proved but tog true. Looking into
the future and reéferring to what would fol-
low the disbandment of the armies, Mr.
Johnson, at Sligo Congress, with that clear
vision with which he is endowed, used these
words: ‘‘Many ~cool-hénded students look
with fear and trembling on ' the future of
Burope after the peace iz proclaimed. They
| reem. to see the i o
THE GAUNT SPECTRE OF STARVATION
tronting the peoples and a universal revolt
against the rulers.who, having led .the na-
tions into the war, have failed to save them
from the coneequénces of war. It is @ pos-
sibility that must be met, and unless cour-
age, wide vision, and-strong—even revolu-
tionary—methods are taken by the Govern-
ments there may be no avoidance of the
uprising of despair.”’ How true the fore-
cast; the prophecy has come to pass. .Bn
far as the Government of these countries
is concerncd that courage to dedl witp the
changed conditions has not bheen evxdenjc.
As England was unprepared for war, 80 it
seems she also was uunprepared fox: peace.
But the courage and the energy displayed
in tackling the problems arjsing out of .hgr
entrance into war have not-been shown in
dealing with the social pfobigms arising out
of the cessation of hostilities and the de-
mobilisation of the forces. The great re
construction problem seems vet unsol';ed,
and even when methods have been sugges:
ted by their own commission—revolutionary
methods, I -agree—for the h_ett_e,}' qu:,lg;pg
of the greatest industry in Britain, the
Government, although pledged to gmhody
these findings in an Act of Parliaemnt,
geem to be, as of old, considering the inter-
ests of the capitalist mine-owner more than
the interests of the nation. Let the result
of Bothwell bs & warning.. The same it is
throughout all the other indu_strles. The
productive activities of the mation are be-
ing allowed to fall back into the
* . HANDS OF THE PROFITEERS, .
and profiteering is greater now thgn ever
before. Is it any -wonder, then, that grave
anrest prevails, and £his unrest will pré-
vail until such time a8 the workers are
gatisfied that the Government of the coun-
try is carried on for the benefit of the
people of the country and not for a class.
This is the remedy, and the ox}ly rgmefly.
Industrial councile may succeed in Jbringing
the smoother wor ) I
:,g?i-‘u’t‘give to the workers & .ce:gtam voice
in the management; conciliation boards
may succeed in_ settling differences between
the workers and thei_x; employers.,.but until
profiteering in all things is abolighed there
can be no industrial peace. Um{er the pre-
cent syastem of Government what applies
jin this sense to England and Scotland ap-
plies equally to Ireland, The Irish profiteer

is as avaricious as ‘hiscross-Channel bro-

ther. . o
Of the.future of the workers of this coun-

few there are-who can forecast.
trgne' thing, however, is oertain, that
until the government of Ireland is placed
in the hands of the jrish- people real de-
vofopment ocannot take place.
In- the meantime, nevertheless, we in the
Labour movement can go steadily on in ;he
work in which we are engaged, preparing
in the different stages for the realisation
of our hopes and the fulﬁlme{lt gi our ob-
jects as set forth in the conqhtqt;on of the
Labour Party. The orpanisation of the
workers of the country ‘has m.ade great pro-
grass in the twelve months .Just past. Let
the same activity prevail in. the months
and years to come. Whether the workers
should be organised in one big union or no
is @ matter I will not now diseugs, the me-
morandum prepared on this sub:iect by Mr.
Johnson will give an opporglmlty for the
consideration of this question. Of one
thing, however, I am certain; there must
sn the future be & clearer understand}ng_ex-
isting between the Unions engaged in t_his
work, and there must be greater cohesion
on the part of the organied workers of the
ocountry. I believe this can Do _brought
about by organisation on industrial lgnes.
and the amalgamation of existing Unions.
Let us use our organised gtrengtn through
the various boards and tuke awvantage of
the powers alrcady pcnaxsged, and others
which we may obtain to improve the ex-
jsting conditions of our people until that
time arrives wheén victory completo will
crown our efforts and the cn-operative.(‘om-
monweslth, which s our aim, is established.
T.et us strengthen the National Executive.
If the ‘work of the Labour larty is to be
satisfactorily carried on—and it is increas-
ing day hy day—I1 am of the opipion t‘n’at
tho question of hppointing full-timea chief
officers must soon be congidered, central
offices must be sceured, properly equipped

and staffed, It is unfair to .the mo yement
tbat 1he work hap to be carricd on by wmen

king of an jndustry,}’

and women whose time is well filled u‘p. Illly

attention -to their respectiv e
oflicial duties. pective callings or
UNITY.

To accomplish our aims mnity is essen-
tial. I)_iﬂ‘erences there have bgen in the
past, differences, unfortunately thero are at
present, Thoso differences are giving joy to
our encmies, who ere looking forward to
Congress for such a display of bitterness
by phg delezates towards each other as will
materially weaken the movement in the
country. Criticism no one can object to—
straight, honest criticism, having for its
object the strengthening of the cause In
which we are engaged. For such criticism
full opportunity will be afforded. Meeting
to-c}ay on Boyne’s historic banks, I ‘wish to
maxe an appeal. My official connection
with “tho Congrees torminates with this Con-
ference;, Thave always endeavoured to work
in harmony with all sections for the ads
yancement of the movement;1b Hn. oxtent
I think I have succeeded. X-recognise that
while differences exist on some matters be-
tween the workers of the North and South,
t}m‘o while differences exist between sec-
tions in, other paxts of the coungry, as trade
unionists omno is as anxious as the other to
advance tho cause of Labour. To-day, then,
this Congress for such a display of bitterness
may -be on other matters, we should cross
hands in friendship and resolve that shoul-
der to shoulder we will in the future fight
in that movément which hos room for all
sections, off political thought—hut none for
persénal ammosity—and whose object is the

dom. of the class to which we all belong,
In preparing somecthing to say to you
this morning in an opening address I recog-
. nised most fully how unworthy I am to oc
cupy the position of prcuident at such an
important .gathering at such a momentous
time. In attempting to deal with the im-
portant events which have taken place since
last we met I felt ‘how incompetent I am,
To Dublin in, 1914 my thoughts went back,
and I longed for the fiery eloquence ad
determihation of Larkin; to Bligo, in® 16,7
my thoughts wandered, and I longed for
the great power of réasoning and foresight
‘shown by Tom Johnson in his addrces to
that Congrees; to Waterford last year did
my thoughts also stray, and I thought of the
great ability displayed by O'Brien, and I
wished that it had been the lot of some of
those men .to preside on this occasion and
deal with the great questions allecting the
workers at the moment. But while not
possessed of any of the great gifte of these

nised as the text-books of Irish Lnbour, yet
what I have spoken is what I believe, It
‘may not be in harmony with the feelings
of the delegates in some Tespects, but 1
ask you to accept it as the offering of one
who is desirous that unity should prevail,
that good should be done, and that all
moans which lie at our hands to accom-
plish this end should be availed of. In'
carrying out the duties impored uyon me
for the next three days, I ask you w0 bear
with me if at any iune transgrees the auth-
ority of the chair, and by tho display of o
gpirit of toleranc. fo— each other’s opinions
agsist me in the carrying out of my task.

TRISH CLERICAL & ALLIED
WORKERS’ UNIOK.

A BPECIAL GENERAL MEET-
ING OF ALL MEMBERS
ATTACHED TO
‘DUBLIN BRANCHES
Will ber held at an early date
to consider '
RESOLUTIONS IN CONNEG-
TION WITH DUBLIN TRADES
COUNGCIL,
submitted by Galway Branch.
DATE AND PLACE OF
MEETING
will be announced later.
By Order of the BStanding
Oommitteo. - :

BOOKS

uplifting, the cmancipation, and the free-|

my predecgsors, whoso addresses are recod-r

s

JOTTINGS FROM ULSTER.
Peac T Cclebrations. :

We commend Alfred Noyes' lines to the
ﬂn.g-:-‘avers. ‘The laugh is Death's:

Couvt up, count up the stricken homes that
‘wiil the first-born son,

Count by your starved and fatherless thd
tale of what hath perished,

Then gather with your foes and ask, if you
—or I-have won,

The Bill,

My Lord Mayor considers £15000 is re-
quired to pay the bill, which will be sub-
mitted by the wvarious patriotic ecatercrs
who have been engaged to entertain the re-
turned heroes. It’s tho soldiers final rppear-
ance before the public—after this oblivion—
unless these men themselves see to it that
Belfast is mnde a fit place for herocs to live
in, and, let us add, get employment in.
Ecenomy? . : ’

The gentlemen in charge of ahove celebra-
tions have decided to burn from £300 to
£4‘00 worth of timber on the Cavehill to {lju-
minate the heavens and celebrate peace,

With mjll-workers on half-time and thou-
sands of unemployed on our streets, this
atrocity is in keeping :with Nero's fiddling.
Pa;}‘y or Work. ’

ho “demand of the Engineering and Bhip-
building TFedoration to be p'a»idg.‘on Auguixla)t
9th, or, fajling that, work-{0 go on as usual,
has caused quite o sensation amongst those
people who have had the worldly scnse to
keep on bqilding yp the Empire by waving
& flag and robbing the workers, while the
other fellow  did the fighting. We do not

received—but the reply recelved frém: the
cmployers of the Lower Docks fo the same
demand made by the Belfast Branch. of the
LT. and GW.U. was & polite refusal, ’
Oh, yes! they are all patriotic, providing
you don't touch the profits. .
,Jg‘ w Generous! . '
3 Lord Londonderry js to receive the free-
"dom of the city—a learned alderman gave
as one of the reasons for-this honour; that
his Lordship had been go generous in giving
free coal to the widows of miners killed in’
vae war. How generous! Woe thought the
evidence at the Coal Commission enquiry
would have cleared the air of cant of thjs
kind. We think it was proved then thdf.,

not put the coal in the earth, that whilo
they toiled not they lived in palaces, and
they who toiled and the wives of those who
fought not only worked hard but were
housed in hovels, .

Generous, be-dad! I think it's the miners
who are generous. 'I'is a czse of -the 'highe
wayman handing back the purse after
pocketing the 10:1:1:

Pricos.

Coal, butter and eggs soaring upwards,
Bridging the Boyns, .

The visits of Mesars. McCnbe and O'Reilly
have not only returned some straying cattla
to Co. Meath, bt a strong section has heen -
added to the Belfast branch by the organis-
ing of the drovers of Belfast and district.

Fighters All.

,?.‘he men of Parkmore, Glenravel and dis-
trict are to.be congratulated on tiieir great
ficht against the Antrimi Iron Ors Company.
These men have now for 19 weeks held out
for recognition of the Union and for some-
what better conditions than the piecework
rates which allowed thq 1l to earn 4 or 5
shillings per day. ' . .

‘The Union was of no acedhunt some weeks
back; to-day the directors invade the office
offering ,terms. Changed timés—yes, and
Glenravel Branch of the IT. and G.W.U.
have earned the workers’ thanks, The
spirit of the meén is that which Watt uson
writes about in Horse Sense: :

“X likg to think of John Paul Jones,
whose ship was split from truck to fender,
the British agked in blasted tones if he were
willing to surrender. The Yankee marinex
replied: ‘Our ship is sinking at this mo-
ment, but don't begin to put on side’”’

'ON.SPECIAL 0

Por we have just begun our fighting,

BY S.

= e

The second is the retail selling price of sin

you send to secure a single copy, post free.

WE quote against each book or pamphlet three prices. The first is the rate for one
Qozen copies sent post frec to shopkeepers, tradoe union branch secretarics or
individuals who will help to spread the Workers' Republic ideca by selling our literature.

gle copies. The third.price is the amount -

IRELAND AT BERNE. Contains -the story
of Ireland and Irish Labour as told to the
Berne Confecrence, 9s. per dozen; 1s. each;
is. 3d. post free.

1

SOVIETS AT WORK. Lenin himself 'thiowa
how the people control everything through
Workers’ Caouncils. 5/- per dozen; 6d. each;
7d. post free.

SOCIALISHM MADE EASY. Connolly’s mas-
terly plan for working towards the Workers’
Republic. 1/8 per dozen; 2d. each; Zid. post
free.

HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION.
Leon Trotsky’s own record of the world's
greatest social change. 24/- per dozen; 2/6
cach; 2/9 post free. :

ECONOMIC DISCONTENT, in which Fr. T. J.
Hagerty makes out a damning indictment
of capitalism. 1/6 per dozen; 2d. each; 2id.
post free.

THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION; written by
the Boviet Ambassador whom Xngland de-
ported. 6/-. per dozen; 7d. each; &d. poat free.

STRENCGTH OF THE STRONG. A short story
in Jack London’s best style, gripping in in-
terest. 4/6 per dozen; 6d. each; 7d. post free.

'lNTERNAL PROBLEMS OF NEW RUSSIA.
Iluminates the practical difficulties of a
revolution. 2/- per dozen; 3d, each; 3id. post
free. '

VALUE, PRICE AND PROFIT. Best book for
those who want to know the inner secret of
capitalism. 3/6 per dozen; 4d. each; 5d. pest

frec.

RUBAIYAT OF OMAR KHAYYAR. Fitz
gorald’s translation of this world poem,
artistieally printed and sympathetieally
illustrated in colour. 6/6 pﬁr dozen; 9d. each;
1/~ post free.

Literature Secretary,

SHOULD THE WORKERS OF I[IRELAND
SUPPORT SIMN FEIN? An individual an-
swer wortny of careful consideration. 1/6
per dozen; 3d. post free.

SIGNIFICANCE ' OF SINN FEIK. Captain
White's éxanination of the pregent pesition.
The book that made . 8. O'Hegarty angry.
10/- per dozen; 18, each; 1/2 post free,

-

THE COLLAPSE OF THE SECOND INTER-
"MATIONAL. Lenin's exposure of the sham
Socialists of Europe. Explains their failure
to stop or fight against the War, 1is. per
dozen; 1s. each; 13. 3d. post free. -

o

RUSS!IAN SOVIET CORSTITUTIOR. Adopted
by the Fifth All-Russia Congress of Roviets
on 10th July, 1918, New authorised transla-
tion. 2s. 6d. per dozen; 3d. each; 3d. post
freo,

RED PAPER ON EXECUTIONS. Russian
Regublic’a tale of horrors inspired by the
Allies. 28. 6d. per dozen; 3d. cach; 3id. pcet
free,

CONNOLLY SOUVENIR, 1913, A lLeautiful
book, printed on art paper, with a charac
teristic Celtic cover design by o Belfast
artist. It containg Connolly’s epic of work-
ing-elase ~life, “The Legacy—A Dying
Sgeinlist to His Son™; several of Connolly's
songs, with music; an account of Connolly’s
f Lifo and Work, and “ Eseentinl Truthe from
Connolly.” 4s. 6d. per dozen; 6d. each; 7d.

post free,

Cumannacht na hEireann, 12 Nth. Great George's St.,
'DUBLlN.

S

know what reply our engineering friends -

Lord Londonderry nor any of his clags did ™

L.
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Good Work' Trade Union Wages

. 'Phone 1848,

Court Laundry|
HARCOURT ST., DUBLIN

Specialists in Linen Washing,

Ploneers of Profit-Sharing in-

Ireland, Van Collections and

Deliveries every week in City
and Suburbs

Irish - Materlals

o

Prompt Despatch

-

AND NOISES IN THE HEAD,
Boores of apparently “hopeless” cases have
been completely cured by the. well-known
“ French Orlens.” NOTHING EQUALS THIS

SIMPLE REMEDY. Price 2/8 per Box.
Booklet, Free. ' '

'ORLENE’ CO,, Btation Rd., Croydon, ENG,

Any good class Druggist can obtain this
remedy to your order, or it can be obtained
direct fromni us upon recelpt of cost,

| P.QUINN & CO.

GHURGH ST., BELFAST, |

" The Only IRISH Makers
o o

METAL ENAMEL BADGES
} : smcmi. 'I’ER’VMS‘TO Ty

IRISH TRADE AND LABOUR UNIONS

ASK FOR PRICES,

Ty[ARY = STREET PICTURE -~ HOUSE.
EVERY ITEM '

ON OUR PROGRAMME
. MERITS YOUR. APPROVAL.

" THEATRE,
46 TALBOT STREET, DI\J]E’»LIN‘l
We Have Always a
* FIRST TIME TO DUBLIN'"
Film on Show Here.

Dublin.” '
Telephone 4268 Dnblin..

GEORGE WATT, Lid.,

80HO WORKS,
BRIDGEFOOT STREET, DUBLIN.

' Tolegrama: “ Wath,

'Estimates given for Repair and Supply -
for all olassés of Masghinery,

500 SEGOND-HAND BICYCGLES; Ladies’
and CGent’s; Price £4 10s, 0d., £5 10s,
od., £6 108, 0d., £7 10s.0d. to £8 10s. 0d.; car-’
riage paid. Algo 500 stave-enamelled frames,
all sizes, ladias’ and gent's; Trade supplied,
New Covers from &/, 6/6, 9/-, 12/-, 15[-. Tubes
from 2/6, 3/6, 4/6, &/-, oarriage paid. New
Machines from 11 to 15 gna.; Dunlop Tyres
a.}rltd Brooks’ BSaddles, No sghortage of any-
things - '

DWYER, 4 (V) ARRAN QUAY, DUBLIN.

*THE IRISH HOMESTEAD.”
& Weekly Journal founded hy 8ir Harses|
Plunkett, keeps you in tunoh with Modern
Agrioultural Hoonomios.
pndy by Subsoription, 10s. & year, Bs. hall
year (post free), from the Manager, 18 South
Frederick Street, Dubln. )

" EDITED BY “E.”

| on the tonnage rates.

| we believe.
i self iy solely responsible for standing in{

I+ {x obtainable|

DUBLIN DOINGS.

Ag the result of a representative meet-
ing of the men engaged by the Dublin
stevedores, a revised scale of tonnage
rates has been  drawn up, and instruc-
tions given to the Branch fo communi-
cate with the Stevedores’ Association,

+requesting that arrangements Je made

to meet representatives of the Union in
conference this week for the purpose of
having a discussion on the draft demand.
Printers’ Pie, . :

For some time pagt our~members on
the Dublin newspaper staffs have been
agitating for annwual holidays on pre-
cisely the same lines as obtained in the
case of the other mnewspaper employees
whose unions are affiliated to the Alli-
ance, : o .

Those in whom we are interested are
demanding fourteen days’ annual leave,
with, of course, paymenf of wages: in,
-full, and payment at the rate of double
time for all bank holidays worked.

In the event of the claim not been es-
tablished, it is understood drastic action
will be taken, : |

The *“.shoppers,’’ by the bye, made the
,““ Yoice ** heard' ¢ some *’ last week.
44—And no More, Co

The employees in Messrs. Barring-

hour working week. 'Anyway, it is quite

1 long enough to worlk in these days.

What is really wanted. is a consider-

| ably shortened working week introduced

universally, so that a moére faveurable
opportunity can. be, thus afforded the
wealth-producers of studying in their
leisure moments the
of %ife.

With greater freedom from erindin
toﬂ: & healthier- discontent  will g;mt onc%
begin' to manifest itself amongst the
-wage-earning class against the present
soul-destroying system of society, .
‘Certainly, by all means, let us have
4d—and no more. The Merchants’
Warehousmg Company and the Granar-
tes Company met TUnion officials lagt
week to -discuss the employees’ demands
for more pay. The terms offered by the
‘emtployers having been 1aid befors the
men, 1t was agreed to accept them.

. That Tuber Threat,

What looked like
re}atmris has been averted in connection
with the claim served on behalf of the
employees engaged by the firms Tepre- |
sented in the Smithfield Factors’ Agso-|
c1zg,1?§1.. . T
Hollowing a series of conference
settlement hag been reached on tiec,bZSif;

of an increase equivalent %o, 10s. per

week all round,

Here are the terms of -agreement :—A,
flat wage of 50s. per week for all store-
men, and an increase of 55. per week on
‘;the ‘s:cg.nda,rd rate of
Letherfwith an additional increase of 3d.-

_The revised conditions date retrospec-
tively.. : o

The Alderman Again, - : :
The . magnanimity of Alderman Cor-
rigan is overwhelming. Would you be-

1ardstown Mills, some of whom are at
prosent; in receipt of the stupendous sum

{ of 29s. weekly?

Tor the boys, however, he could not
see his way to do anything in their case
—presumably because théy are suffici-
ently well off enough on their present
exorbitant wages (sic),

No, not at all; -we don’t.blame the
otler directors so much for prolonging
the present strike.
The worthy Alderman him-

the way of a reasonable settlement, and
we are not surprised in the least to hear
of the contemplated resignation of some:

- of the directors. _Anywayj- Corrigan
would vex & saint with his antedeluvian
methods.

No’ So Bad.

In the J uni@F}Arbgy and Navy Stores,

by agreement. ithe vanmen rates have

- been offered 50s.; but the . proffered

terms not been deemed satisfactory, the
firm has been asked to malke a further
- advance on the original for the men in
-the packing department. Qther gmend-}
ments have also been requested, :

“Transport Union Notes.

| . The coal-workers’ claim

ton’s soap works, are looking for a 44-}

more pressing needs|

& rupture in -their}.

pay for porters, to-|

1.8hop Stewards' Movement,

lieve that he+actually offered. 2s. per|
zgek- extra to his vanmén of the Blan-{

clamour at H.O.
section gets no advance!

It is not their fault,
 Nagle,

 Federation, -
creases oft 66 per cent. to 33 per cent. -

offers . of
 to other town employees-are still under]
 discussion. Helvie Pier huilders offer 1d. |
| per hour advance, 53 hour week, time and.

| Waterford, ‘ o

 been fixed at'52s. per weel ; vanboys, a|
minimum of 20s.; whilst packers have!

... the excellence of the cuisine, = Chef Bur-

A 45-hour working-week hag bheen es-
tablished in the firm, and for all work
done outside the normal week overtime
is to be payable at the rate of 2s. per
hour to all employees. :

For attendance at stables on Sundays
a “half-day’s pay will be given; and
after six months’ service every em-f
ployee will* become entitled fo sick-pay
for 12 days in any one year,

Ireland Sober, Etec. E

A communication has been digpatched
to. the Mineral Water Manufacturers
Association in respect of the members in
‘the industry |for the establishment of
annual holidays, and & decision is expec-
ted any moment.

Blackk Diamonds, - . |
is coming up
for -discussion at the Coal Merchants’
Association this week,

Messts, Dilly and Dally, - :

We are simply growing sick with the
methods employed by the Court of
Referees towards the applicants for the
Out-of-work donation. Bonaide claims]
‘are deliberately turned down  on the|
slightest pretext by the mandaring in
office at Lord Edward Street. P

Credence is given fo practically every-
thing said or written by the employer,
and where agreement exists;, that actu-
ally becomes a mere ‘‘ scrap of paper’

oSy and Mr, Wilson' oxcelled i;hem

' Dargan, Alderman Corig

¢ fishy »! business.” Termg—

- zird,

—

Harmony was entered w 0, amd M

. (Wexforg
George N. Geraghty . (Ro !
Kenealey (Cork), N. _'ﬁ?heﬁanscgﬁlilfln?:i:
thomas), O'Keeffe (Limerick), 1, "Nyl
Waterford), James Smith (Libert Hgall
it compeibapes and Hoide
imwerick), contribute
ment. 7 huted to ﬁhe entertain,
Dingle. v o -
Organiser Neligan seqoped in

chants after a stiff fAght. all mar.

AI;Twas Y
m

be employed through Union, 363.6.3 nng
weeal’i‘ ;pe-rmg,nent_ mgn; Is.
overtime; 7s. per day casual wo, .
8 hour (ia.y, . Overtime to commgxlligs'{'
p.m, irrespective .of hours worked during

the day. Girl workers, 5s. per 8 hour

day, ete.
‘Wexford. -

Wexzford Harbour Board.  Labour ling
thaportant functions on these arterieg of
commerce, and must control them.
Tipperary. . ‘
The digmissal from Cleeves’’ of

an LT,
W.U. man for refusing to. join- T

the loeal

- soclety is certainly mot in accord with 0BT
- ideals. :

The society has declined to wight
the wrong, and the firm is now being given
a chance of doing it.. Cleeves’ girl-workery
are with the victimised employes to the last

‘Cola, - .

Ballykisteen Stud men have stood theip -
+ 388, for seven days long enough and mean
to get more, - . '
g@allydum

with the. ¢ powers that be” when the j & 600 memberghip is expected when Dunhil

donation claimant asks for only bare jus-|
tice in “accordance with the terms of
agreement. ' : ’
Something Doin’, -

Sean Rogan, however, is now the mem-
bers’ advocate on the Court, and we feel
certain that he will render 2 good ac-
count of his stewardship,

Forward the Haberdashery, -

A special general meeting of the Dra-
pery Section will.be held on next Mon-
day, 11th inst., at 8 p.m. sharp. ‘As the
business to be transacted is urgent and
important, a full and punctual attend-
ance is earnestly requested.

A 1913 Echo. oy,
Bell, the quandam bobby, has been

“fired ” by Megsrs, Hugh Moore and{

Alexander, and rumour now has it that
Bell has since crossed the Channel in
connection ith the London Police strike.
Checkers’ Case, =~ o

A satisfactory :settlement has ‘heen
come to in connection with the claim of]
the cross-Channel gheckers. The agree-
rent arrived at .provides for an all-
round advance of 6s., excepting in. the

case of the City of Dublin employees, for |
whom ' 48. per week has been accepted.|

Other imprqvements are:—A 48-hour
week, and overtime to be payable at the
rate of 1s. per hour, oo

ceded. o
The Grave Trouble,

The cause of the ebulliticm of Sahbath-|

arianism in thg Dublin Cemeteries Com-
mittee is not that they want to * Remember
the Babbath Day,” -but because the men,
‘want pay for Sunday work.

When ig No. 3 Branch coming into

ON THE FOUR WINDS.

Mail Car Drivers, '
Wallis & Sons have agreed to arbi-|
tration on the gemand covering drivers
at Waterford, Cork, Limerick, Queens-
town and Passage West, ‘ o
Maltings. :

line?

To branch secretaries who have failed |
- to return the form ‘recently issued, ask-

ing for details of local conditions, The.
demands have now been served. Don’t
if your
Dungarvan, Sk

M. MoCarthy, of No. 1, and Organiser
mﬁ}};arry Veale, stepped into
the. breach in“the tussle with Employers’]
Results :—Dockers,  in-|

on -wages, more men employed, etc. ;!
6s. to creamery- workers, 4s. |

a half owertime.

Corporation have discovered their mis-
take! The reduction of wages has been
reconsidered. '

A Flow of Soul.

The Transport delegates who travelled.
to Drogheda via Dublin had a reunion
on Saturday last in Liberty Cafe, when
they assured themselves. at first-hand of

Lo RN

The Next Irish Revolution

\,

See the First «
Issue of 1 H%

< . .

i ri S h Offers sound and atiractive monex
R proposition to energetic Irishmer
Kational who can {nfluence Insurance with:
1 this purely Irish and First-Clas:

Assurance sci. ‘
oyt Proapoctun nnd Agency terms sont
Soci ety po:;t?xcﬂ on requcets '

HEAD OFFICE 2 5t, Andrew §t, Dublin.

PRICE -

By ACDH DE BLACAM.

- THREEPENCE |

> On Sale 'é'arly
» - Next Woek

Annual holidays have also been con-|

malt-house |

and Butlerstown -districts, which are organ.
leing furiously; have been solidified. :
Cork Laundriss, : ' » ,

.. The old sore in regard to the keeping down

{ of rates in ordinary firms owing.to the aiti. .

tude of the mstitutions is rapidly healing .
now that the ‘latter are raising prices to
-the level of the others. '~ — - -
| Glonmel. | L -
‘The hewers of wood at the sawmills are on
strike for increages, and the makers of
dough, 'whoge demands have Dbeen turned
down by .The Master Balkers; shape that way
too. . . . .
cloghduv. ’ A

The Castlemore Limeworks men must ap-

connection with recent demand.

- Gastisbar. ‘

" The Tabour members on tle U. D. Council
will show their strength in pushing the car
ters’ demand for 138, per day and labourers’
for 35s. per week: : : :
- Bandon. S *

Mineral water and hottling store employees

| are on the move for .a 10s. advance on an

average of 32s,
Ceal Mines, | o :
‘The Arigna men “have renewed their de
mand for improvements in rates and require
retrospective payment s from Iebruary.
Castlecomer - Colliéry. employees seek 50 per
cent. increase on present rates. I
Lattin, :

This Co. Tipperary Branch has had success
with recent local wages movement. . The

X -

creases dnto the Union funds.
Grangemockier, 4

Creamery settled at 40s. for buttermalker;
" engineman, 40s.; general, 35s..
Freshford, : ' - .

. Bawnills and creamery, haif-day secured,
and jocrease of 28. 6d. per week; carters,
28, 6d. ‘extra in leu of half-day: overtime
18, per dhrour; 1s. 6d. for Saturdays,
Loughrea. .. . . e
- Farm.settlsment : 208,
308, ‘hoarded only; 54hour weelk, ¥4
Bandon and Clonakilty," bty

R. D. Oouncils - have recommended @ - 355
rate for direct labourers, an increase of 78,
. 6d. Now Fermoy. TFollow up! A lemporary
‘gettlement with Clonakilty Wine and Spirit
' Co. gave great satisfaction to all, pending
| reconsideration in September. An arbitra
- tion with Allman’s, Bandon, is being ar
- ranged for August, : ) ‘ :
' Inchicore, ) )

- crease of 6g., bringing them to 5is. for o 4%+
- hour wedk, - -

" Gas In Dungarvant ‘
The Gas ' Co. agree to pay stokers 508,
| yardmen 42s. 6d., with 1 -cwt. coke per week;
 local carters 2s. per ton, to date from June
| 30th, YWardmen work 48hour week.

' Kilmallcok.

| 30s. with diel, constant men; 33s. to 36s. and
" dief, weekly men, -
In Ballinvarra, 2s. to 275. and diet, and
32s. to 34e. and diet, respectively, Ardpatrick
. Co-operative Dairy also settléd. TFiremen,
458.; general hands, 42s.
Baltinglass, : ,
' M. J. Doyle gettled with farm hands ab
308. per bd-hour week; Sundays 2. 6d. extrs;
-time and a half overtime;.£2 harvest bonus,
Kilfinane, : : )
England’s Qreamery yielded full demand.
| Buttermakers, 53s.; firemen, 50s. and 4884
general, 458, to 403, Increases average 100
per cent. Agripultural settlements: Con-
. stant, 258, and diet; casuals, 30s, and diet,’
54-hour week. Without diet, 358, per week;
108, per day casualg, , '
Tralee« o
Slattery’s dispute settled at 4s, increase
 from 4th inst, 10s, imerease to coopers,

. Patriotio Belfast cmployers wask the

‘ pl»oyivn'g them. l \

IN HOT WEATHER a shampao 0col3
and refreshes and guards against the
ireacherous summer colds. MALLON,
30 Eden Quay, Dublin,

Liberty Gafe,—Owned by the Hotel
and Restaurant Branch I7T. & G.W.U.
)jpon 7,30 a:m, to 7.80 pan. 81 Eden
Quay, Dublin.

sa A - —_q

Printed for the * Irish Labour Press,”
Liberty Hall, by Mensrs. Cahill and Co.s

>

Ltd., Ormond Quay, Dublin, Regstered
a8 & Nowspuper, : s

6d, per honr o

Aldermari’ Dick Corish is jolning the |

members hayve agreed to pay frst week's in-

Makbar, Ltd,, Chapelizod, men got an in-

All the Elfin Inbourers sottfed at 27s. 10

amount- of ex-soldiers’ pensions before em-

parently squeeze to extract some juice in |

i " )
boarded and Jodged;
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